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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


DEAR FELLOW CRIMSON TIDE FAN, 


or many, many years, Independence Day has been my favorite holiday. That goes back to my time in 
Alabama's sports information office. Each year in late June we would receive a memo from Sam Bailey, 
who was Paul Bryant’s second in command in what was a lean, mean athletics department. | don’t know how 
many associate athletics directors there are at Alabama now, but in those days there was one — Coach Bailey. 
The memo would be placed in everyone's in-box in those pre-internet days. It was obviously the same 
memo as from the year before, the year “whited out” before being updated on a typewriter and copied . It 
said, roughly: 


In commemoration of Independence Day, the Athletics Department and Memorial Coliseum will be closed 
on July 4. 


Memorial Coliseum, later Coleman Coliseum, at that time was the home of all athletics department 
offices. 

Every other holiday in the year was a work day for some team in athletics, and if it was a work day for 
someone, it was a work day for those of us in sports information (that would be Charley Thornton, our 
secretary Vera Dowdle, and me) and in the training room (Jim Goostree and Sang Lyda). To repeat, it was a 
lean athletics department. 

Now, as then, the Fourth of July marks the middle of summer for most and the real start back to 
football coverage for some of us. To be sure, we reporters understand that we are not putting in the hours 
of coaches or working in the heat of the day in off-season drills like players. Nevertheless, by the time 
the last rib had been eaten and the pets calmed down from the echoes of fireworks on the Fourth, this 
magazine was well along, at least in outline form. 

My mind is never far from football, but after Independence Day thoughts of the opening of practice and 
the start of the season increase. 

| also receive many requests for my thoughts about the Crimson Tide (probably based on the perception, 
right or wrong, that wisdom comes with age). I’m an optimist by nature, and over the decades Bama 
football has provided a firm foundation on which to base high expectations. 

| have shared before my philosophy, that | always think Alabama is going to win and I’m almost always 
right. 

| see no reason to alter that expectation for any game in 2011. 


Sincerely, 


Kirk McNair 
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FOOTBALL BY KIRK MCNAIR 


SIG 


SEC puts a crimp in how football coaches recruit 


ou have to have a little age to 

remember the complaint: Too 

many football players were 
signing with Alabama, specifically with 
Coach Paul Bryant. They might never 
get the opportunity to play for those 
great Alabama teams, but being a 
part of them seemed to be better than 
signing at a lesser football school. 

That was part of what set in 
motion scholarship limits. 

Bryant wasn’t worried about 
the number he could sign each year. 
He didn't have insecurities. He was 
reasonably sure that regardless of 
the circumstances, his teams were 
going to be successful. Coaches 
today worry about reporters seeing a 
practice and a “secret” getting out. 
Bryant would have let Shug Jordan 
watch Bama practice the week before 
the Auburn game. 

Bryant, who could clearly see 
positions that others missed, was 
adamantly against an overall limit on 
scholarships. If a team could sign 25 
a year, that was okay with him. But 


“We're going to make the players 
pay for our mistakes,” Bryant said. He 
said that if a coach gave a scholarship 
to a player who turned out to be not 
good enough to play, that was the 
result of poor judgment on the part 
of the coach and the scholarship still 
should be for four years. 

For the most part, college football 
teams have handled their roster 
management without more input from 
those who run college athletics these 
days — the college presidents. For 
every Robert Witt, it seems there are 
about a dozen Gordon Gees. (Gee is 
the man who did away with athletics 
departments at Vanderbilt and most 
recently at Ohio State. How’s that 
working out?) 

Thus, over-signing was this year’s 
hot button issue at the Southeastern 
Conference spring meeting (at least 
until we heard about NCAA vice 
president for enforcement Julie Roe 
Lach telling Auburn Coach Gene 
Chizik the NCAA's investigation into 
Auburn and former quarterback Cam 


ewegeyy jo Apsinun 


the overall limit had to be 125 (or, by the same token, no limit at all) Newton is not over). 

because players were permitted to take five years to play four. Here is the NCAA rule. A team may bring in no more than 25 
Not only that, the NCAA schools that voted in the scholarship new scholarshipped players for August practice and may not have 

limits took it a step further. In order to handle roster management, all more than 85 eligible players on scholarship. A team could sign more 

NCAA scholarships became one-year scholarships instead of the four- —_ than 25 players, but if it did it would have to manage the numbers 

year grants that had existed for years. down to 25 by the start of fall camp. 


ee 


6 BAMAMAG.COM 


A couple of the SEC presidents--notably Michael Adams of 
Georgia--didn’t like that. The SEC coaches voted 12-0 to keep the 
rule as it is. SEC presidents voted 12-0 to change it. Now instead of 
a limit of 28 (which has recently been imposed), an SEC school may 
sign only 25 per year. 

Don't be fooled by that 12-0 vote by the presidents. SEC policy 
is that after the matter has been settled by vote behind closed doors, 
the matter is declared as voted unanimously. 

(Adams was reported to have been desirous of the NCAA 
presidency, but was snubbed for that job. The over-signing issue had 
the appearance of national grandstanding.) 

“It's a good day to be in the SEC,” Adams said. “People did the 
right thing. This was a good high point for us.” 

There is a perception that Alabama is a particularly guilty party. 
Actually, Bama ranks sixth in the SEC in numbers signed in the 
period 2002-10, according to the website oversigning.com. Auburn 
had over-signed by the most, over 28 per year, two more per year on 
average than Alabama. 

Two other schools were frequently cited. Ole Miss, because 
Coach Houston Nutt signed 37 players in 2009, and LSU because 
Fighting Tigers Coach Les Miles didn't do the match correctly and 
ended up cutting a player under NCAA rules that permit a school to 
not renew a scholarship. 

Alabama Coach Saban seems to have the same issue with the 
NCAA overall limit as did Bryant. In fact, Saban takes it a step 
further, Following Alabama's win over Georgia State this year, Saban 
said, “It was really good to get to see a lot of players who don't 
typically get an opportunity to play, but at the same time there are 
other players who we would have loved to have played. Because 
of the redshirt rules we have right now, they can’t even play a play 
in the game. So we have some freshmen it would be great to give 
experience in a game like that, but not to have to 
give up a year for it in terms of their development, 
and | would really like to see the NCAA change 
the rule about redshirting. There was a rule up [for 
consideration] a few years ago that you just had five 
years to play...there wasn’t five to play four. Just 
five years to play. So if you played one play in you 
freshman year, it didn't cost you a year. You still 
had five years to play. You could always choose to 
come back your fifth year.” 

A good guess about what Saban thinks about 
the presidents going against the wishes of their 
football coaches and decreasing the number of 
new players who can be signed each year: he isn’t 
thinking about it. 

That's done, and Saban isn't the type to waste 
time or energy on that which is out of his control. 

SEC schools, including Alabama, have won a 
lot of BCS championships, including the last five. 
Was it because those schools signed more players 
than others? That didn't hurt, but other factors 
are more important. Factors such as coaches and 
facilities at top SEC schools and the importance of 
high school football in the Southeast are likely more 
important than a school signing 28 instead of 25 
new players a year. 

One method of managing has been 
grayshirting. If Alabama had more than 25 signees 


who were academically eligible, those players were aware of a plan 
that would have them delay entry into The University as fulltime 
students until the next semester, and they would count on the next 
year signing limits. 

Alabama has benefited from grayshirting. John Parker Wilson 
delayed his entry to The Capstone and went on to be a record-setting 
quarterback for the Crimson Tide. 

Wilson signed in 2004, but did not become a part of the team until 
after the season. In the next four years, including 2005 when he was 
back-up to Brodie Croyle, Wilson set Bama records for total offense in 
a season and career, and pass completions, yards, and touchdowns in a 
season and in a career. He now plays for the Atlanta Falcons of the NFL 
and seems none the worse for having been grayshirted. 

With a limit of 28, there was flexibility in the event that a signee 
was not academically eligible or for some other reason was not able to 
participate in fall work. Saban pointed out every player knew the situation 
if Bama signed more than 25. No one was forced to sign with Bama. 

Will Bama be able to survive without those extra signees? 

Of course. 

For instance, now instead of signing a Quinton Dial out of high 
school, placing him in junior college, and then signing him again two 
years later, he will be placed in junior college and signed only one 
time, the time when he can join the team. 

Alabama isn’t going to change its recruiting strategy, which is 
to identify the top athletes at each position, make a judgment about 
character, and then attempt to sign the most wanted. Regardless of 
the limits, Alabama has a huge advantage in recruiting because of 
having the nation’s best known coach in Saban, facilities that are 
unsurpassed, being geographically placed to have large numbers 
of prospects within reasonable distance to The Capstone, and a 
reputation for having players attend class and earn degrees. a 
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PLAY NOW, 
SIGN LATER 


A few good men walk on to Bama football 


e don’t know how Bg 

many walk-ons will ote oo, 
. if - 

be on the field for eee 


Kent State when Bama and the 
Golden Flashes open the season 
on September 3, but we know 
there will be one former Kent 
State walk-on running onto 
Bryant-Denny Stadium field. 

Nick Saban went to Kent 
State as a walk-on quarterback 
in 1969 but earned his 
scholarship and starting job as a 
~ defensive back under Coach Don 
James. And so, Saban said, “1 
have empathy for walk-ons.” 

Saban and Alabama also 
have a place for them. 

One of the big s,urprises of the 2010 Alabama football season 
was the play of walk-on safety Will Lowery. Lowery got some playing 
time on special teams, then became a regular in the secondary. 
When All-America strong safety Mark Barron suffered an injury in the 
Auburn game, Lowery took over as the starter in the Capital One Bowl 
game against Michigan State. By then, everyone knew that Lowery 
could hold his own. He had turned in an interception against Penn 
State in the second game of the year. 

Lowery, an upcoming junior who came to Alabama from Hoover, 
did not play in 2008 or 2009, but in 2010 playing in a back-up role 
on special teams and as a back-up safety, he was in on 33 tackles 
(12 solo), had two interceptions, and broke up two passes. 

Just as big a surprise in 2010 was that freshman walk-on Cody 
Mandell won the job as Alabama punter. Mandell wasn’t an all-star 
by any means, but he was good enough to have a key role on one of 
the nation’s top football teams. Mandell, who came to Bama from 
Lafayette, Louisiana, averaged 39.2 yards per punt on his 41 punts 
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Jeremy Shelley may have 
been less a surprise, but when 
Alabama signed a placekicker in 
the 2010 class in Cade Foster, 
many suspected that would end 
Shelley's chance to play. But 
the junior from Raleigh, North 
Carolina, was good on 50 of 
51 extra point kicks, and as 
the “short field goal specialist” 
made 12-16 three-pointers. 

He did have one long field 
= goal, a 42-yard effort against 
§ Tennessee. 
* Special teams players 
i frequently begin their careers as 
walk-on players. Carson Tinker, 
a native of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, took over as the Crimson Tide's 
snapper last year as a third-year sophomore. He was accurate on 121 
of the 123 snapping opportunitles he had last year on extra points, 
field goals, and punts. 

Other non-scholarshipped players for Bama are even less well 
known than the specialists. 

Hardie Buck is listed as a back-up wide receiver, but the junior from 
Vestavia Hills doesn’t see much playing time on offense. He is, however, a 
leader of Alabama's special teams on punt and kickoff coverage. 

In last year’s A-Day Game, Tide fans were checking their 
programs after the longest run of the game was turned in by walk-on 
tailback Ben Howell, a junior from Gordo. 

In the late days of the Paul Bryant Alabama coaching era, star 
halfback Major Ogilvie went to the coach with an offer to give up 
his scholarship. The NCAA had decided to reduce the number of 
players allowed on scholarship and Ogilvie wanted to help. Bryant 
told Ogilvie that the Tide would be able to make it without Ogilvie 
becoming the nation’s finest walk-on. 
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Today one of the Alabama walk-on players is Major's son, 
Morgan Ogilvie, a quarterback from Mountain Brook. 

Sons and brothers of former Alabama players are commonly on 
an Alabama roster. A current walk-on defensive back is Caleb Castille 
of Birmingham. He's the son of all-time Crimson Tide great Jeremiah 
Castille and the brother of former Tide players Simeon and Tim. 

Though most walk-ons perform as members of the scout team in 
practice, perhaps getting the opportunity to dress for an occasional 
home game, they have the opportunity to earn a letter by staying with 
the program. 

Among those expected to be non-scholarshipped members of the 
Crimson Tide this fall are tight end John Baites of Hendersonville, 
Tennessee; offensive lineman David Blalock of Charlotte, North 
Carolina; defensive back Hunter Bush of Wetumpka; tight end 
Nate Carlson of Birmingham; linebacker DeMarcus DuBose of 
Montgomery; linebacker Rowdy Harrell of Moundville; offensive 
lineman Aaron Joiner of Florence; defensive back Sam Kearns of 
Mobile; wide receiver Nathan McAlister of Russellville; offensive 
lineman Russell Raines of Satsuma; offensive lineman Allen Skelton 
of Coker; wide receiver William Strickland of Tuscaloosa; running 
back Nick Tinker of Ralph; defensive back Ranzell Watkins of 
Charlotte; and wide receiver Nick Williams, who played high school 
football in Fort Lauderdale, but now lives in Tuscaloosa, the son of 
Bama Assistant Coach Bobby Williams. 

Many of Bama’s walk-ons are outstanding students, frequently on 
the Dean’s List and making Southeastern Conference All-Academic. 

There's more to becoming a walk-on football player than just 
signing up, or showing up at the Alabama equipment room and 
getting gear. 

To begin with, a team is limited to only 105 in fall camp, which 
this year was to begin August 5. Assuming 85 scholarship players 
(more about that in a moment), that leaves room for only 20 walk- 
ons. Once classes begin (August 24), the roster can be expanded, 
but with the time restraints on coaches to be with players and 
players to be practicing, it is rare for a completely new walk-on to be 
accepted. 

Alabama limits its overall squad to no more than 130, which is 
to help with Title 1X compliance regarding the number of athletics 
opportunities for men and women. Saban said that 130 is adequate. 
“I'm not complaining about that,” he said. 

Sabam said there is a process. In fact at least two processes 
when it comes to adding non-scholarshipped players to the roster. 

He said, “We see guys we really like in high school and we 
know they are interested in coming to Alabama. We can’t make them 
recruits. We will definitely invite them to come and walk on. We can't 
bring them on official visits because then they would be recruited 
athletes or they would count [against the 85 total] when they play. 
We do quite a bit of that. 

“Then we have a process where we have a little bit of a tryout 
for guys who are in school here. They are in the off-season program, 
which is really a class. If they make it all the way through the off- 
season program and look like they have some athletic ability, we 
invite them to go through spring training. If they do well in the off- 
season, we invite them back in the fall. 

“We have some guys who contribute, so it’s great to have a walk- 
on program.” 

Last spring, Saban decided to give reporters a bit of a hard time. 
He said that no one outside of the athletics department knew how 


many players were on scholarship for Alabama. 

He has also taken the opportunity on occasion to point to a 
walk-on player as evidence that the so-called recruiting experts at 
places like Scout.com can miss on prospects. That doesn’t bother us. 
Because if we missed on a walk-on, that means the high-paid college 
coaches also missed on getting a player worthy of a scholarship. 


WALK-ON SUCCESS 


The book, “Game Changers: The Greatest Plays In Alabama 
Football History,” has a chapter on the interception Rashad Johnson 
made (his third of the game) to help Alabama defeat LSU in overtime 
in Baton Rouge in 2008. 

There have been many great walk-ons in Alabama history, but 
Johnson could certainly be considered the poster child for those who 
discount recruiting rankings, frequently cited for going from “no star 
to all-star.” 

Johnson was a walk-on running back in 2004, when he was 
redshirted. He played on special teams and as a nickel back as 
a freshman, became a starting safety in his sophomore season 
of 2006, then was All-Southeastern Conference in 2007 and 
2008. He was a two-time Alabama captain and as a senior was 
All-America and SEC Defensive Player of the Year. In his final two 
seasons at Alabama he had 11 interceptions, which he returned 
for 189 yards for two touchdowns. He caused six fumbles and was 
in on 217 tackles. He now plays for the Arizona Cardinals of the 
National Football League. i 
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FOOTBALL TIME 


Pre-season polls and other Tide notes 


not because the conversation picks up. Football is never far from 
the minds of football fans in the state of Alabama. But as it begins 
to get dreadfully hot, the time for players to report for drills is near. 
This year, Alabama football players were to report on August 4 
and begin “fall” camp on August 5. The Tide was to have a few days 
of two-a-day practices with a squad of no more than 105 players, no 
more than 85 scholarshipped, and no more than 25 new signees. 
Classes at The University were scheduled to begin August 24, which 
means the end of any two-a-day practices and which enables the 
team to expand its squad. 
Based on pre-season publications, there is reason for optimism 
as Coach Nick Saban begins his fifth season as head coach of the 
Crimson Tide. 


NATIONAL RACE 


If the pre-season prognostications are correct — they rarely are 
exactly right — it will be Alabama vs. Oklahoma at the New Orleans 
Superdome on January 9 for the national championship. 

Once upon a time in the pre-Internet days, there were a dozen 
or more pre-season football magazines. The quantity is much lower 
now, As of this writing we had seen only four — Phil Steele, generally 
recognized as the most thorough and most accurate in its predictions, 
and Athlon have Alabama finishing number one. Lindy has Bama 
second (behind Oklahoma), while The Sporting News has LSU first, 
Oklahoma second, and Alabama third. (LSU was voted eighth by 
Athlon and seventh by Steele and finished up ranked only sixth.) 

Those publications have expanded to include interesting 
assertions. For instance, Alabama's offensive line, linebacker corps, 
and secondary were all considered the best units in the nation by 
Steele, Athlon, and Lindy. 

Steele had the Tide’s running backs number two and Athlon 
rated that unit number five. 

Steele had the Bama defensive line fourth best in the nation. 

In the BAMA Football Yearbook, Scout publishers of the 
Southeastern Conference schools made the Crimson Tide the choice 
to win the league championship with South Carolina repeating as SEC 
East champion. That same issue had a national FoxSports.com article 
in which Bama was ranked ninth with FSU listed as the pre-season 
favorite for the national title, LSU second, and South Carolina fourth. 


PRE-SEASON ALL-SEC 


Recent revelations of national “watch lists” anticipating the 
top players in the upcoming college football season have been an 
indication that most observers think Alabama is loaded for 2011. The 
Southeastern Conference coaches, voting on their pre-season All-SEC 
team, agree with that assessment. 

Alabama led the SEC with seven representatives on the first 


0 ne can tell when football season is drawing near in Alabama. No, 
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team of the SEC Coaches Football Team. 

The Crimson Tide had a total of 13 players on the first, second 
and third teams, second to Arkansas, which had 14 total. 

Alabama three first team selections on offense are: 

Tailback Trent Richardson, a 5-11, 224-pound junior; offensive 
lineman Barrett Jones, 6-6, 301-pound junior; and William Vlachos, 
6-1, 289-pound senior. 

The four Crimson Tide players named first team defense are: 

Linebacker Dont’a Hightower, 6-4, 258, junior; nose tackle Josh 
Chapman, 6-1, 310, senior; strong safety Mark Barron, 6-2, 210, 
senior; and safety Robert Lester, 6-2, 206, junior. 

The second team offense had sophomore tackle D.J. Fluker (6-6, 
330) and the second defense had senior linebacker Courtney Upshaw 
(6-2, 263). 

Bama players on the third team were senior wide receiver 
Marquis Maze (5-10, 182), junior cornerback Dre Kirkpatrick (6-3, 
190), and sophomore linebacker C.J. Mosley (6-2, 225). 

Although Saban has indicated Richardson will not be on special 
teams if he's the starting tailback, the coaches selected Richardson 
second team all-purpose on special teams. 

Georgia had six players on the first team, which was second, 
while South Carolina had four players and Arkansas had three. 
Kentucky was the only other school to have multiple members on 
the first-team with two. Georgia had nine selections among all three 
teams, third best behind Arkansas and Bama. 

Nine of the 12 SEC schools had a member on the first-team 
All-SEC squad. Each SEC school had at least one student-athlete on 
either the first, second or third-team. Every team had at least two 
selections on the combined three units. 

There are six first-team pre-season selections that were on last 
year’s first-team coaches All-SEC post-season team. Those include: WR 
Alshon Jeffery (South Carolina), RB Marcus Lattimore (South Carolina), 
LB Danny Trevathan (Kentucky), DB Mark Barron (Alabama), DB 
Stephon Gilmore (South Carolina) and PK Blair Walsh (Georgia). 

The All-SEC first-team squad had 14 seniors and 12 
underclassmen, including 10 juniors and two sophomores. The 
second-team had 16 seniors, seven juniors and five sophomores. The 
third-team had nine seniors, 11 juniors and eight sophomores. 

This marks the eighth straight year of the SEC Coaches Pre- 
Season All-SEC Team. The team is announced each year in advance 
of the SEC Football Media Days. 


CALLOWAY LATE 


Alabama signee Brent Calloway hit a snag this week with the 
NCAA. He talked in-depth with Andrew Bone about the situation. 
“My parents and | went to my guidance counselor at my school 
in the spring,” said Brent Calloway. “We asked if everything was 
in order for me to graduate and move on to Alabama. She told me 
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everything was straight and in-line. | was good to go to Alabama. 

“Then after graduation | am told | have to take an Earth Science 
class. Someone messed up because they told me | was good to go. 

“| said ‘whatever’, so | took the class. | crammed everything in 
and got all the work done in three-and-a-half days. | took the tests 
and passed. 

“We sent all the stuff to the NCAA. They came back and said 
they didn’t approve, and they didn’t feel like | learned enough. 

“They are telling me | have to re-take the class. |’ll start the 
class next Monday. The problem is they want me to take 180 hours 
of the class. | will have to take the class eight hours a day when | can 
be finished with it in four.” 

“| really don't understand why they are doing this, but | am not 
going to let this keep me down. | know what is waiting for me. 

“| have talked to the Alabama coaches about it. They are really 
upset with what has happened. They don't think it’s fair. 

“It's going to be tough because | really won’t have time to work 
out. | am feeling good. My workouts have been going great. | am 
faster than | have ever been, and | am 230-pounds.” 

Alabama will have four running backs in the stable with the loss 
of Dee Hart. Calloway is expected to contribute. 

“| orginally planned on redshirting this year, but | don’t think that 
will happen anymore because of the loss of Dee Hart,” he said. “They 
are going to need me at running back. That's where | will start.” 


ANOTHER OZZIE 


Probably not. But one of the 105 reporting is expected to be 
Ozzie Newsome’s son, Michael, a lineman who was in prep school 
last year, but suffered an injury. Reportedly already in Tuscaloosa, 
enrolled, and working with linemen in off-season work. 


DEE HART 


A rule of thumb is that any news from a college football! camp in 
the summer is going to be bad news. Thus it was when Dee Hart, an 
incoming freshman tailback, suffered a knee injury in off-season drills. 

Although information was limited, The University issued a 
statement from Alabama Coach Nick Saban: 

“Dee Hart underwent knee surgery today with Dr. Lyle Cain for 
an injury sustained in the summer conditioning program. His status 
for the upcoming season will be determined at a later date.” 

There were unconfirmed reports that Hart suffered a torn anterior 
cruciate ligament (ACL) and would be lost for the 2011 season. 

Hart, 5-9, 189, from Dr. Phillips High School in Orlando, 
Florida, had been projected as a third team tailback and possible 
punt return and/or kickoff return man for the Crimson Tide. 

Years ago it was noted that “Alabama seems to be the only 
place where everyone worries about who is going to be the second 
team quarterback." These days that concern is over the third team 
tailback — and beyond. 

There is no question about number one, and probably none 
regarding number two. Trent Richardson has been a capable back the 
past two years while in the shadow of 2009 Heisman Trophy winner 
and 2011 NEL first round draft choice Mark Ingram. Richardson, 

a 5-11, 224-pound junior, is on the watch list for the Maxwell and 
Walter Camp awards given to the nation’s most outstanding football 
player. Behind him is Eddie Lacy, a 6-0, 212-pound sophomore, who 
has overcome his early problems with ball security and emerged as 
the likely sidekick to Richardson. 

Traditionally Saban likes to use at least two backs to keep fresh 
legs running the football. 


Alabama depth at the position was eroded before the injury to Hart. 

Demetrius Goode, who had been a journeyman back-up for three 
years, elected to play his final season at North Alabama. Corey Grant, 
a redshirt freshman who had been listed no better than sixth on the 
depth chart at tailback, has transferred to Auburn in his hometown. 

Jalston Fowler, a 6-1, 236-pound sophomore, showed powerful 
running ability as a true freshman last season, but may need to 
improve other skills (notably blocking) if he is going to be a factor 
at tailback. Fowler had 14 carries for 111 yards and one touchdown 
and caught one pass for 36 yards in mop-up appearances last year. 

Last year’s recruiting wars included the bizarre case of Brent 
Calloway of Russellville. Calloway, 6-1, 217, was the first prospect 
to commit to Bama. He was universally listed as an outstanding 
linebacker prospect. But after a trip to Auburn, he decided he was a 
tailback and changed his commitment to the Tigers. After returning to 
his home and family, he flipped back to Alabama...as a running back. 

That may have been one of those “Sure, you’re a running back, but 
if you want to play you might want to look at linebacker” situations. The 
Hart injury now may put Callaway in the tailback picture. He had 1,974 
yards and 29 touchdowns as a runner his senior year. 

Also possible is a move of Blake Sims to running back, which 
wouldn't be much of a move. Sims, a 6-0, 195-pound redshirt 
freshman, is an outstanding athlete who has worked at running back, 
wide receiver, defensive back, and quarterback in his brief time at 
Bama. He was at quarterback in the spring as what Saban called 
depth insurance. That policy may be on running back, now. 


CHICK-FIL-A IN 2013 


It was almost amusing to read a recent ranking of BCS National 
Championship teams and see Alabama's 2009 squad ranked down 
because it trailed Virginia Tech going to the fourth quarter. 

Alabama and Virginia Tech opened the 2009 season in the 
Chick-fil-A game in the Georgia Dome in Atlanta. Alabama did trail 
going to the fourth quarter. It was 17-16 in favor of the Hokies. But 
with Mark Ingram rushing for 150 yards and scoring two touchdowns, 
Bama took a 34-24 win over Virginia Tech. And, by the way, Virginia 
Tech was ranked seventh in the nation. 

Alabama used that win to vault to a 14-0 season and the 
national championship, and Ingram was selected as winner of the 
Heisman Trophy. 

It was a good game for Atlanta, too, played before a sellout crowd 
and a Saturday evening prime time ABC national television audience. 

"BAMA Magazine/Bamamag.com has confirmed Alabama has 
been in serious contract negotiations for a return engagement to face 
Virginia Tech in the 2013 Chick-fil-A Kickoff Game to be held at the 
Georgia Dome. 

The Crimson Tide and Hokies have met 12 previous times with 
Alabama victorious in all but one. 

Virginia Tech's 38-7 defeat of Alabama in the 1998 Music City 
Bow! was the second worst post-season loss in school history, topped 
only by Nebraska’s 38-6 1972 Orange Bowl victory. 

Two school records, 833 total offensive yards and 748 rushing 
yards, highlighted a 77-6 regular season Bama win in Tuscaloosa in 
1973, the most points scored by the Crimson Tide since 1951. 

Nick Saban is 1-1 vs. Frank Beamer. A Saban led LSU team 
opened the 2002 season on the road at Blacksburg losing 26-8 to 
Virginia Tech. 

The 2013 contest would be the third appearance in five years 
in the Chick-fil-A Kickoff Game for Alabama. In 2008 the Tide was 
ranked 24th in pre-season and upset ninth-ranked Clemson, 34-10. 
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WORTH WATCHING 


Bama has several being considered for awards 


watch lists — those listings 

of top returning college 
football players who are on the 
initial rosters of organizations 
presenting post-season awards. 
For many, these summer lists fall 
into the category of pre-season 
polls, because for years coaches 
have insisted, “The only poll that 
matters is the last one.” 

Look at the bigger picture. 
A football team ranked high 
in the pre-season can more 
easily get into championship 
contention than a lowly rated 
team. Moreover, teams with high 
rankings seem to get a little 
swagger, and teams without that 
ranking can be intimidated by the prospect of playing a top dog. 

It is reasonable to believe that players get some motivation from 
being on a pre-season watch list. Not only does it mean that player 
has made some accomplishment, it gives him confidence that he is 
one of America’s best players and should inspire him to live up to the 
high expectations that come with the pre-season attention. 

Based on early watch lists, Alabama should have some 
motivated players. 

No fewer than 13 players had been listed on watch lists, 
including several on more than one. 

Watch lists are part of the National College Football Awards 
Association. The various awards are coordinated through the NCFAA. 
Although the organizations presenting awards have their individual 
banquets, many of the awards are announced during a nationally 
televised program in Orlando, Florida, on December 8. 

The top individual award in college football does not have a 
watch list, but it’s a good bet that someone on one of the watch lists 
will win the Heisman Trophy, awarded to the nation's best player. The 
Maxwell Award and Walter Camp Award also go to the nation’s best 
player and both have watch lists. 

It is only a mild surprise that upcoming junior tailback Trent 
Richardson is a nominee as perhaps the nation's best player on the 
watch list for the Maxwell Award. That's because Richardson has 
been outstanding, albeit as the alternate to former Heisman Trophy 
winner Mark Ingram. Nevertheless, a performer who wins an Oscar for 


( t's easy to dismiss pre-season 
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Best Supporting Actor one year 
is certainly capable of winning 
Best Actor the next. 

Richardson, who is also on 
the Doak Walker Watch List as 
the nation’s best running back, 
was more than a back-up to 
Ingram. In Coach Nick Saban’s 
system, there are a minimum of 
two tailbacks. 

Richardson, who is best 
known for breaking records held 
by Emmett Smith in high school, 
has played in 25 games at Bama 
(he missed the Mississippi State 
and Georgia State games last 
year with a knee injury), has 
rushed 257 times for 1,451 
yards (a 5.6 yards per carry 
average) for 14 touchdowns. He has also caught 39 passes for 392 
yards and four touchdowns and returned 26 kickoffs for 545 yards, 
including a 91-yard runback for a touchdown. 

He is a 5-11, 224-pound upcoming junior from Pensacola. 

There are 66 players on the initial Maxwell watch list for the 
award given to the nation’s most outstanding player. 

If Richardson can win the Maxwell he will do something that 
Ingram — nor any other Bama player — has ever done. Although Ingram 
won the Heisman in 2009 (the more recognized award for the nation’s 
best player), the Maxwell Award went to Texas quarterback Colt McCoy. 

The Maxwell Award was first given out in 1937. It is selected by 
members of the board, selected media, sports information directors, 
and other special voters. 

Maxwell award semifinalists will be announced October 31, 
and the three finalists for the award will be unveiled November 21. 
The formal presentation of the award will be made on March 2, 
2012 at the Maxwell Football Club Awards Gala hosted by Harrah's 
Entertainment Atlantic City. 

There were 52 on the initial Doak Walker Award Watch List, 
including last year’s winner, LaMichael James from Oregon. James led 
the nation in rushing and scoring last year. Semifinalists for the Doak 
Walker Award will be announced November 21. The award banquet, 
sponsored by the SMU Athletic Forum, will be in February in Dallas. 

Had Dont’a Hightower made full recovery from his 2009 knee 
injury and surgery, he might not be playing linebacker for Alabama in 
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2011. But Hightower elected to return for this season. Although he 
is a junior in eligibility, he has been at Bama three years and would 
have been able to declare for the NFL draft last spring. 

Now that he’s back, he can take some comfort in seeing how 
highly he is respected in the awards community. 

Hightower, 6-4, 258 from Lewisburg, Tennessee, has been listed 
for the Lombardi Award (nation’s best interior lineman or linebacker), 
Bednarik Award for nation's best defensive player, Bronco Nagurski 
Award, also for nation’s best defensive player, and Butkus Award for 
nation's best linebacker. 

Hightower has plenty of familiar company on those lists. 

The same five Alabama players made both the Bednarik and 
Nagurski watch lists. Hightower was joined by strong safety Mark 
Barron, safety Robert Lester, cornerback Dre Kirkpatrick, and outside 
linebacker Courtney Upshaw. 

Upshaw and offensive linemen Barret Jones and William Vlachos 
were with Hightower on the Lombardi Watch List. 

The Butkus Award watch list had Hightower, Courtney, and 
Nico Johnson. 

Hightower looked to be a much better player in spring practice 
than he had last year, when he was coming off his serious knee injury. 
He had stardom written all over him as a freshman in 2008 as he 
strarted 12 games and played in all 14. He was in on 64 tackles, He 
was injured against Arkansas as a sophomore and earned a medical 
redshirt, Last year he was in on 69 tackles and broke up five passes. 

Barron was first team All-America last year as a junior. He's a 
6-2, 218-pound senior from Mobile who has been a two-year starter. 
He led the Southeastern Conference in interceptions in 2009, 
helping the Crimson Tide to the national championship. 

Lester became a starter last year. He’s a 6-2, 210-pound junior 
from Foley who had eight interceptions in 2010, leading the SEC and 
second in the nation. 

Kirkpatrick, a 6-3, 192-pound junior from Gadsden, had three 
interceptions and broke up seven passes in his first year as a starter 
last season. 

Things that make you go, “Huh?” include seeing the 
Southeastern Conference football coaches choose a pre-season All- 
SEC team and put Courtney Upshaw on the SECOND team. Upshaw 
is a 6-2, 265-pound jack linebacker who was Most Valuable Player 
in Bama’s 49-7 rout of Michigan State in the Capital One Bowl. He 
has played in 40 games with 12 starts, earning the fulltime starting 
job last year as a junior. He has 89 career tackles with 18 for lost 
yardage. He also has eight sacks and four forced fumbles. 

Barrett Jones, a 6-5, 301-pound junior from Memphis, 
was a Freshman All-America as a starter on the 2009 national 
championship team, and was All-SEC and third team All-America last 
year as a sophomore. All of his starts have been at right guard, but 
the Academic All-America worked at left tackle in the final week of 
spring practice, including the A-Day Game. 

Vlachos, a 6-1, 290-pound senior from Mountain Brook, has 
started 27 consecutive games, earning the starting job as a third 
year sophomore prior to the start of the 2009 national championship 
season. He is expected to be on the watch list for the Rimington 
Award, given to the nation's top center. 

Johnson, a 6-3, 238-pound junior from Andalusia, really has 
more to worry about than the Butkus Award. He's in a competitive 
situation with soph C.J. Mosley for the s=starting inside linebacker 
spot alongside Hightower. Johnson began getting early experience at 
Bama as a true freshman in 2009 when he sometimes had to step in 


Don't'a Hightower wants to 
make good on comeback 
—— 


for the injured Hightower. Johnson has eight starts and played in 25 
games in his two years as a regular for Bama. He has turned in 60 
tackles, including eight for lost yardage, and one sack. 

It was almost a case of who didn't make the Rotary Lombardi 
Award watch list as the nation’s top college lineman. To be fair, 
the Lombardi Award eligibility includes a lot of positions. And even 
though 125 are on the list, Alabama stands out with four nominees. 

Offensive and defensive linemen and some linebackers are 
eligible for the award and Alabama players making the list included 
two offensive linemen — Barrett Jones and William Vlachos - and two 
linebackers — Dont’a Hightower and Courtney Upshaw. 

This is the 42nd year that the Rotary Lombardi Award has 
named the nation’s college lineman of the year. The winner will be 
introduced in December in Houston. 

Eligibility for the Rotary Lombardi Award includes down 
linemen, end-to-end, either on offense of defense, who set up no 
farther than 10 yards to the left or right of the ball, and linebackers 
who set up no father than five yards deep from the line of scrimmage. 

The candidates earned a place on the initial watch list by 
earning All-America honors last season, by being named to their 
respective all-conference first team last season as selected by the 
conference's head coaches, by being projected to be an All-America 
or first team all-conference player for the coming season, or by 
nomination approved by the nominations committee. 

While the Watch List highlights those players who have already 
received national recognition, any Division 1A player who meets the 
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above requirements is eligible for consideration from the Rotary 
Lombardi Award Selection Committee. This committee is comprised of 
more than 500 members, including all past winners and finalists, all 
Division 1A head coaches, and a panel of sportswriters and broadcasters. 

The Rotary Lombardi Award Watch List, intended as a reference 
tool for the selection committee, will be periodically updated 
and revised up to the first round of voting to determine the 12 
semifinalists for 2010. 

Although Alabama has had dozens of All-America players on 
defense and had players like McClain who have won national awards, 
the Crimson Tide has never had the Bednarik Award winner signifying 
the nation’s best defensive player. The award, presented by the 
Maxwell Football Club in Philadelphia, was begun in 1995. 

Semifinalists will be announced October 31 and finalists November 
21. The winner will be honored at a banquet on March 2, 2012, in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey, along with the Maxwell Award winner. 

Created in 1993 by the Football writers Association of America, 
the Bronko Nagurski Trophy is awarded to the best defensive player 
in college football by the Charlotte (North Carolina) Touchdown Club. 
Finalists will be announced November 17 and the winner will be 
honored at a banquet in Charlotte on December 12 — the same night 
that the Heisman Trophy will be presented in New York. 

Alabama led the way with three candidates for the Butkus Award for 
nation’s best linebacker. Hightower, Upshaw, and Johnson were among 51 
candidates. Butkus, regarded by NFL Films as the best defensive player in 
football history, makes the award personally on the campus of the winner, 
as he did in 2009 when Alabama's Roland McClain took the honor. 
Derrick Thomas of Alabama won the award in 1988. 

Candidates came from 40 universities across 10 conferences. 
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Luke Kuechly of Boston College is the only returning finalist. 
Returning semifinalists include; Hightower, Sean Spence of Miami, 
Travis Lewis of Oklahoma, Keenan Robinson of Texas, and Manti Te’o 
of Notre Dame. 

In addition to Alabama being represented by three on the watch 
list, teams with two nominees are Florida, Miami, North Carolina, 
Notre Dame, Oklahoma, Southern Miss, TCU, Texas, and Wisconsin. 

The Butkus Foundation also has awards for high school and 
professional players. 

Semi-finalists will be named October 24, finalists November 22, 
and winners will be notified on or before December 7. 

Barron, Lester, and Kirkparick all are on the watch list for the 
Jim Thorpe Award, given to the nation’s best defensive back. 

The Thorpe Award is celebrating its 25th Anniversary in 2011. 
The Award, established in 1986, is named after one of history’s 
greatest all-around athletes, Jim Thorpe. Thorpe excelled as a running 
back, passer and kicker on the offensive side of the ball, but also stood 
out as a defensive back. In addition to his legendary performance 
on the football field, Thorpe played professional baseball and won 
Olympic gold medals in the decathlon and pentathion. 

The Jim Thorpe Award watch list is chosen by a screening 
committee which compiles a list of 30-40 players. The list is not 
final, and players who have outstanding seasons are added as the 
season progresses. The Thorpe Award winner is selected from three 
finalists, who are announced November 21. 

The 25th Anniversary Jim Thorpe Award Banquet will be held on 
Tuesday, February 7, 2012 in Oklahoma City. 

Six others from the SEC are on the watch list. They are: 

Brandon Boykin, Georgia, CB; Morris Claiborne, LSU, CB; Matt 
Elam, Florida, SS; Stephon Gilmore, South Carolina, CB; Casey 
Hayward, Vanderbilt, CB; Tramain Thomas, Arkansas, FS; and 
Prentiss Waggner, Tennessee, SS. 

Jones and Viachos are on the watch list for the Outland Trophy. 

The Outland Trophy has one weakness. It is given to the nation’s 
top interior |ineman — offense or defense. That's apples and oranges. 
But there is a reason for that. When the award was begun in 1946, 
linemen went both ways. For instance, defensive lineman Rich Glover 
of Nebraska won for the 1972 season, and he certainly was deserving. 
Some would say so was Alabama offensive lineman John Hannah. 

Alabama has had Outland Trophy winners, both offensive left 
tackles, Chris Samuels in 1999 and Andre Smith in 2008. 

This year’s winner will be honored at a banquet January 12 in 
Omaha, Nebraska. Semiifinalists will be announced November 21. 
There are 65 on the watch list. 

Vlachos also is a candidate for the Rimington Trophy, given to 
the nation’s best center. 

The Rimington Trophy Watch List has 43 candidates, including 
seven from the Southeastern Conference. Viachos was named pre- 
season All-SEC by the league's coaches. Other SEC centers named 
are A.J. Hawkins of Ole Miss, T.J. Johnson of South Carolina, P.J. 
Lonergan of LSU, Ben Jones of Georgia, Matt Smith of Kentucky, and 
Travis Swanson of Arkansas. 

The winner will be honored at the Rimington Trophy Presentation 
banquet at the Rococo Theater in Lincoln, Nebraska on January 14, 2012. 

Since its inception, the Rimington Trophy has raised over $2 
million. The 12-year old award is overseen by the Boomer Esiason 
Foundation, which is committed to finding a cure for cystic fibrosis 
and has raised over $86 million for CF Research. 

Dave Rimington, the award's namesake, was a consensus first- 


team All-America center at the University of Nebraska in 1981 and 

1982, during which time he became the John Outland Trophy’s only 

double winner as the nation’s finest college interior lineman. | 
Alabama has never had a Rimington Trophy winner. ALABAMA FOOTBALL TIC KETS 
The Biletnikoff Award, sponsored by the Tallahassee Quarterback ; 

Club, goes to the nation’s best wide receiver, and Alabama has three 

on the watch list, including one who has never played a game for 

the Crimson Tide. The other two are returning starters, but were 


overshadowed by the departed Julio Jones, who was a first round NFL Visit us at our NEW location: 

draft choice following his junior year at Bama. 141 0 University Blvd 
Darious Hanks, a 6-0, 185-pound senior from Norcross, Georgia, an 

had 32 catches for 456 yards and three touchdowns for Bama last On the Strip in Tuscaloosa! 


season. In his 36-game career he has 58 catches for 822 yards and six 
touchdowns. He has started 20 games, including all 13 last season. 

Marquis Maze is a 5-10, 180-ound senior from Birmingham. 
Last year he had 38 receptions for 557 yards and three touchdowns. 
He also threw a touchdown pass from the wildcat formation (although 
he calls himself a bobcat “cecause a bobcat is faster than a 
wildcat”). In his career he has played in 41 games with 22 starts and 
has 80 receptions for 1,217 yards and seven touchdowns. 

Duron Carter reportedly is a walk-on wide receiver for Alabama, 
although that is expected to change to scholarship status. He is 
joining the Crimson Tide after formerly having played at Ohio State as 
a 2009 freshman, then spending last year in junior colleges, playing 
at Coffeyville in Kansas. 

Carter reportedly left Ohio State because of academic problems 
and has spent time at two junior colleges, which would explain why he 
may have had some problems in getting admitted to The University. 

Duron, 6-5, 210, was a top prospect out of St. Thomas Aquinas 
High in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, but is best known as the son of 
former NFL star wide receiver Cris Carter, who has been tutoring his 
son in the off-season. 

Semifinalists for the Biletnikoff will be announced November 14 
and finalists November 21. The winner will be honored at a banquet 
in Tallahassee on February 11, 2012. 

The Mackey Award has been in the news lately because the man 
for whom it is named, John Mackey, died after a long battle with 
dementia. Alabama's Michael Williams made the watch list. 

Williams, a 6-6, 270-pound upcoming junior from Reform, 
started every game for Bama last year after being the top back-up 
to Colin Peek in the Crimson Tide’s 2009 national championship 
season. Last year he had eight receptions for 100 yards, including a 
19-yard touchdown pass from Marquis Maze in a wildcat formation 
play against Florida. 

Although Williams came to Alabama from Pickens County High 
School expecting to be a defensive end, after a redshirt season 
in 2008 he has developed into one of the nation’s best tight end 
performers, both as a blocker and pass receiver. He has played in all 
27 Tide games since the 2009 season. 

There are 34 tight ends from across the nation on the watch list { ( 
for this year’s Mackey Award, which is presented by the Nassau County 
(New York) Sports Commission. It has been presented since 2000. . ‘SEC > Championship Game 

Semifinalists will be announced November 14, finalists * All College Bowl Games 
November 21, and the winner will be honored at a banquet in May in 
Long Island, New York. 

There are other awards that Alabama players may be in —— 
contention for as the season progresses, but Tiders were not on the LOCAL TOLL FREE 


watch lists for the Lou Groza Award for best placekicker, Ray Guy 205.758.1 1 99 877.758.1 1 99 


Award for best punter, or Davey O’Brien Award for best quarterback. 
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There are the big men, the 300-pounders who toil on the 
offensive and defensive lines. There are the linebackers and 
tight ends. 

And of most interest, particularly on offense, are the 
skill position players - the quarterbacks, running backs, wide 
receivers, defensive backs, and kicking specialists. 

More than most of his predecessors, Alabama Football 
Coach Nick Saban is taking advantage of Bama being one of 
the true national college football teams, one of perhaps half a 
dozen that can effectively recruit nationwide. Nevertheless, as 
his predecessors, Saban and his staff first recruit the Alabama 
high schools, which have produced the majority of players for the 
Crimson Tide’s 13 national championship teams. 

Although there may not be as many Division | prospects in 
Alabama this year at the skill positions, and particularly not as 
many likely to be selected by the Tide, that doesn’t mean there 
are not very good skill position prospects coming out of the 
state’s high school programs. There always are. 

By the end of the 2011 season, there may be others who will 
be prospects for Alabama. For now, here is a look at the top skill 
position prospects in the state for the 2012 signing class. 


QUARTERBACK 

Jameis Winston, 6-4, 195, 4.5 in the 40-yard dash, 
Hueytown High School, is a Scout.com five-star quarterback and 
rated the number one player in the state. Winston burst on the 
scene as a freshman and has gotten better with each season. He 
passed for more than 2,300 yards with only three interceptions 
in 2010 and rushed for more than 800 yards. He helped lead 
Hueytown to the third round of the state playoffs before falling to 
eventual 5A champion Spanish Fort. Alabama was the first school 
to recruit Winston, who grew up a Crimson Tide fan. He earned 
scholarship offers from across the country before trimmimg his 
choices to Alabama, Florida State, and LSU in July. Scout.com 
ranks Winston the number two quarterback in the country. 

Justin Thomas, 5-11, 180, 4.35, Prattville, is a high 
school quarterback who has committed to Alabama, where he is 


F ootball teams are made up of different types of players. 
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projected to play wide receiver. Thomas is going into his second 
year at quarterback for the powerful Lions, who are favored to win 
the state’s 6A championship with more than a dozen Division | 
prospects. Thomas passed for 2,400 yards in 2010 and rushed 
for 1,300 yards with a total of 27 touchdowns. He committed to 
Alabama over Auburn, Florida, Florida State, and LSU. 

“Alabama has a great program,” said Thomas. “It's close to 
home. If | want to come home it’s a short drive. Every time | went 
there | felt like that’s the place | should be. It felt like home.” 

Austin Grammer, 6-2, 200, of American Christian Academy 
in Tuscaloosa, has garnered a lot of attention after a great junior 
campaign in 2010. He committed to Houston over Tulane. Last 
year he completed 146 of 198 passes for 2,553 yards with 32 
touchdowns and only one interception and had 102 rushes for 
574 yards and eight touchdowns. 

Jonathan Wallace, 6-1, 205, Phenix City Central, didn’t 
start at quarterback until his junior season in 2010. He helped 
Central Coach and former Alabama star linebacker Woodrow 
Lowe to a 9-2 record in his first season. Wallace had more than 
1,200 yards passing and 850 yards rushing and accounted for 
27 touchdowns. Wallace has scholarship offers from Arkansas 
State, Florida International, Memphis, Middle Tennessee, Oregon, 
Southern Miss, and UCF. Oregon is the favorite and plans are to 
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make a decision before the 
season. 

Others to watch: Edward 
Aldag (Mountain Brook), 
Luke Wingo (Tuscaloosa 
Hillcrest), Carson Roberts 
(Jasper Walker), Jaylen 
Whitlow (Prattville), Ben 
Craft (Briarwood Christian), 
Darion Alexander (Selma), 
ato" K.D. Humphries (Montgomery 
A yet Jeff Davis), Truman Franklin 
Ps (Elmore County), Elijah 
aa 4 Jenkins (Birmingham Parker), 

: = Devin Johnson (Bessemer 
Academy), Brandon Silvers (Gulf Shores), Jackson Stephens 
(Oxford). 


RUNNING BACK 


T.J. Yeldon, 6-1, 210, 4.5, Daphne, is a four-star running 
back who could move to receiver. He was recruited as an athlete, 
but wants to play running back, and therefore accepted an offer 
from Auburn over those from Alabama and others. He rushed for 
1,112 yards and 18 touchdowns and had 34 pass receptions for 
504 yards and five touchdowns as a junior. He said Daphne and 
Auburn run the same offense and thus, “| won't have to learn a 
new offensive system.” 

Troymaine Pope, 5-9, 188, 4.5, Anniston, is a small, 
but powerful running back who is receiving a lot of attention. 

He reports scholarship offers from Arkansas State, Clemson, 
Jacksonville State and Purdue. Pope had more than 2,000 
yards rushing and 38 touchdowns in 2010. He added 456 yards 
receiving and five touchdowns. He attended both of the Tide’s 
summer camps. Pope's top three schools are Alabama, Auburn 
and Clemson. 

“| love Alabama,” said Pope. “They are looking real good 
right now. | like everything about Clemson. | like being around 
them. | like the atmosphere. It feels like home. | went up there 
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back in April for a visit. | like it a lot. | just like Auburn, | haven’t 
been down there yet for a visit.” 

DeAnte Lawrence, 6-1, 195, 4.5, Prattville, is one of the 
best athletes in the state. He has reeled in scholarship offers 
from Arkansas State, Florida International, Memphis, Northern 
Illinois, South Alabama, Southern Miss, and UAB. Alabama, 
Clemson and Kentucky have expressed interest. He is mainly 
recruited as an athlete. Lawrence had 732 yards rushing and 12 
touchdowns in 2010. He added one interception on defense. 

Georgie Salem, 5-11, 190, 4.37, Vestavia Hills, is a two- 
sport star and expected to play baseball in Tuscaloosa for The 
University of Alabama. He is an exciting running back to watch 
on Friday nights. Salem comes from a family rich in Alabama 
tradition. His father, George Salem, Jr., played offensive line 
at Alabama from 1982-86. His grandfather, George Salem, 

Sr., played halfback at Alabama. His great uncle is Ed Salem, 
an All-America linebacker for the Tide. Vestavia head coach 
Buddy Anderson coached Salem’s father on the 1980 state 
championship team. 

Others to watch: Willie Curry (Enterprise), John Knight 
(Thomasville), Ladarius Rogers (Leeds), Eli Williams (Pleasant 
Grove), Brandon Burks (Daleville), George Rowe (Prattville), 
Marquis Dobbs (Mortimor Jordan), Lorenzo Gray (Pinson Valley). 


WIDE RECEIVER/TIGHT END 


Cameron Broadnax. 6-3, 195, 4.6, wide receiver, Hueytown, 
was ruled ineligible the 2010 season by the AHSAA after 
transferring from Homewood High School last summer. Broadnax 
started for Homewood his freshman and sophomore years before 
making the move to Hueytown. He has attracted a lot of interest, 
but most college coaches are waiting to see him in action this 
fall. A lot of eyes are on his quarterback, Jameis Winston, who 
will make Broadnax his number one target. 

Jake Ganus, 6-3, 190, 4.6, Chelsea, is an athlete who can 
play almost any skill position, but is being recruited as a wide 
receiver. He has scholarship offers from Air Force, Georgia State, 
Navy, and UAB. Several other schools have shown interest. Ganus 
had 1,673 yards passing with 16 touchdowns in 2010. He added 
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1,055 yards rushing with 10 touchdowns. 

Darrion Hutcherson, 6-7, 245, Dadeville, is a four-star tight 
end who benefited tremendously during the spring evaluation 
period. He earned several scholarship offers during the spring 
including from Alabama. Hutcherson went from sleeper status to 
accepting a scholarship offer from Auburn. 

Jonathan Curry, 6-3, 222, Phenix City Central High School is 
a three-star tight end who has reeled in close to 20 scholarship 
offers. He should become a prime target for quarterback 
Jonathan Wallace this fall. He had 14 receptions for 200 yards 
and a touchdown during the 2010 season. Curry’s offer sheet 
includes Stanford, Arkansas, Louisville, Memphis, Mississippi 
State, Nebraska, Purdue, Southern Miss, Vanderbilt, and Wake 
Forest. He tentatively plans to make his college decision before 
the season. 

Others to watch: Parker Barrineau (American Christian), 
Nyck Young (Homewood) Chester Rogers (Huntsville Lee), 

Fudge Van Hooser (Montgomery Trinity Presbyterian), Cody Core 
(Auburn), Jamichael Wills (Gardendale), Canon Smith (Briarwood 
Christian), Paul Kyles (Prichard Vigor). 


DEFENSIVE BACK 

Trae Elston, 6-0, 170, 4.45, Oxford, is a three-star 
cornerback, has scholarship offers from across the country 
including from Alabama, Arkansas, Auburn, Clemson, Florida, 
Florida State, Georgia, LSU, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Oregon, and 
Tennessee. Elston is a star on both sides of the ball, but is more 
interested in the receiver position on the next level. 

Elston finished with 104 tackles, three interceptions and 
eight pass breakups in 2010. He had 28 receptions on offense 
for 528 yards and six touchdowns. He also returned a punt and a 
kick-off for touchdowns. Clemson is the favorite, but he has high 
interest in other schools including Alabama. Most schools are 
recruiting Elston as a defensive back. Alabama is recruiting him 
as a receiver. Elston plans to announce his college decision on 
signing day. 

“Alabama is still behind some of my favorites like Clemson 
and LSU, but | can say they are now ahead of Auburn,” 

Elston said. “Alabama is always going to win and contend for 
championships. Their academics are real strong. Coach Saban 
can get you to the NFL. You don’t have to worry about putting on 
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weight because they have a great weight room program.” 

Kelton Brackett, 5-11, 186, 4.5, Prichard Blount, is a 
three-star cornerback. He has several scholarship offers, but 
wants one from the SEC.He has offers from Louisville, FIU, 
Louisiana Tech, Minnesota, Navy, Northern Illinois, South 
Alabama, Southern Miss, and Western Kentucky. Several SEC 
schools including Alabama have shown interest. Brackett finished 
his junior season with 32 tackles, seven interceptions, 14 pass 
break-ups and one fumble caused. Brackett is coached by former 
Alabama player Kelvin Sigler. 

Chris Humes, 6-0, 200, 4.5, Spain Park (Hoover), is a 
three-star cornerback with about 10 scholarship offers. Prior 
to the summer Humes earned offers from Auburn, Cincinnati, 
Kentucky, Louisville, Mississippi State, South Alabama, Southern 
Miss, and UAB. Alabama has expressed interest. 

“Alabama is wanting to build a relationship with me,” said 
Humes. “They want to get me down to T-town as much as | can. 
It's only a 45 minute drive for me. Alabama has a lot of tradition. 
| am from the state of Alabama. | like what they are doing down 
there. They keep reloading every year. | would love to be a part of 
a program that wins. | feel like | can become a great DB under 
Coach Saban and Coach (Jeremy) Pruitt.” 

Rocky Hayes, 6-0, 175, 4.5, Cleburne County (Heflin), 
is one of the best athletes in the state. He can play on either 
side of the ball, but projects as a cornerback. Hayes rushed for 
1,600 yards and had 450 yards receiving with 28 touchdowns in 
2010. He also had eight interceptions and 300 yards on special 
teams. Alabama and Auburn have given Hayes attention after he 
performed well in camps during the summer. 

“Coach Saban told me he watched six or seven full game 
tapes of me and saw my highlight film,” said Hayes. “He said 
he fell in love with my highlight tape. He saw my run against 
Munford where | cut back across the field about six times. He 
said | did well. He said they are very interested in me.” 

Derrick Moncrief, 6-3, 200, 4.6, safety, is one of more than 
15 D-I prospects for the powerhouse Prattville program. Moncrief 
gave an early commitment to Southern Miss, but with new offers 
decided to look around. He has SEC offers from Arkansas and 
Mississippi State. He has a high interest in playing in the SEC. 
Florida State has shown interest. He remains a commitment to 
Southern Miss, but lists his top three schools as Arkansas, Florida 


BONE UP ON BAMA RECRUITING! 


FOXSports/Scout. com Southeast Recruiting Analyst Andrew Bone is providing a weekly 
recruiting Q&A session every Wednesday at BamaMag.com at 1 p.m. CT (2 p.m. Eastern). 
Get the facts on what you want to know as hundreds of fans from across the country join the 


information discussion each week. 


- 


For the very latest recruiting updates follow him on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/AndrewJBone 
Reach Andrew Bone at abone@scout.com. 
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State, and Mississippi State. He had nine interceptions in 2010. 


Marcus Turner, 6-0, 195, 4.5, McAdory (McCalla), a three- 
star safety, is a physical prospect who could play cornerback on 
the next level. He has received scholarship offers from Arkansas 
State, Memphis, Mississippi State, Southern Miss, South 
Alabama, and Louisville. Alabama and Auburn did show early 
interest. Turner had 32 tackles and five interceptions in 2010. 

Others to watch: Devonta Staples (Valley), Laronji Vason 
(Prattville), Kalan Reed (Briarwood Christian), Torren McGaster 
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Farisy Bucks 


Ablend of Rape, 5 lb. Plants 
Kale, Purple Top 1 acre. 


Turnip, 7 Top Turnip $4 995 


and Barkan — 
_— Regal Graze ‘ Bis 


Ladino $3995, 


Clover 


For a Co-op store near you 
visit us at eel com 


‘\ RACKMAX™ 
| Plant Growth 
Bio-Stimulant 


(Daphne), Xavier Harris (Tuscaloosa County), Michael Lindsey 
(Elba), Willie Parker (Greensboro), Coty Spurling (Oxford). 


KICKER 


Kickers to watch: Josh Appleby (Athens-East Limestone), 
Jake Hoffman (Hoover-Spain Park), Larsen Real (Hoover), Andy 
Pappanastos (Montgomery-Trinity Presbyterian), Dalton Van Cor 
(Millbrook-Stanhope Elmore). fi 


Last Bite” . 


11.25 Ib. plants 
1/4 acre 


$9499 


A food plot blend 


A blend of White Dutch 
Clover, Yuchi Arrowleaf 
and Puna Chicory. 


a $1 995 


1 at. 
liquid Outstanding fall attraction with a flush 
of clover in the spring. A deadly blend 


of oats, wheat, brassica and clover. 


TIME WELL SPENT is a National Television Pare 
produced by Alabama Farmers Cooperative 


Time Featuring the State of Alabama! 


Unique People, Places and Events 
Don’t Miss It On RFD-TV Fridays at 9:00 p.m. 


Time Well Spent is a 30-minute television program families can enjoy together as they 
see the heritage and time-honored traditions that a Alabama such a great state. 


AGRI+AFC 


Greener. Smarter. Easy. 
ReltAgy i 


‘Neatwer! 
If your ¢ cable syste m rdoesn t carry the RFD-TV 
network, you may call them or file a request at 
www.rfdtv.com/find-rfd-tv.html. 


Bonnie 
PLANTS 
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2012 ALABAMA FOOTBALL PROSPECTS 
Ls 


2012 Alabama Football Prospects who have received offers from the Crimson Tide, as determined by Andrew Bone of ‘BAMA Magazine and Scout.com 


Kwon Alexander, 6-2, 210, 4.6, LB, Oxford 

Vadal Alexander, 6-5, 329, OT, Buford, Ga. 

Anthony Alford, 6-1, 210, 4.5, QB, Petal, Miss. 

*Ryan Anderson, 6-3, 248, DE, Daphne 

*Dakota Ball, 6-2, 282, DT, Lindale, Ga. (Pepperell) 

Zach Banner, 6-9, 295, OT, Lakewood, Wash. (Lakes) 

Faton Bauta, 6-3, 220, QB, Palm Beach Garden, Fla. (Wm. T. Dwyer) 
Deion Belue, 6-0, 170, CB, Booneville, Miss. (Northeast Mississippi C.C.) 
Chris Black, 5-11, 160, WR, Jacksonville, Fla. (First Coast) 

Travis Blanks, 6-1, 193, 4.5, CB, Tallahassee, Fla. (North Florida Christian) 
Aggadoria Bowers, 6-3, 180, WR, Bamberg, S.C. (Ehrhardt) 

Marvin Bracy, 5-9, 166, 4.32, WR, Orlando, Fla. (Boone) 

Beniquez Brown, 6-2, 205, LB, Florence, Ala. 

Jonathan Bullard, 6-5, 250, DE, Shelby, N.C. (Crest) 

Deon Bush, 6-1, 180, 4.4, CB, Miami, Fla. (Columbus) 

Joel Caleb, 6-2,200, WR, Midlothian (Clover Hill) 

Nathan Cole, 6-2, 195, WR, Memphis, Tenn. (Mitchell) 

Landon Collins, 6-0, 203, 4.5, S, Geismar, La. (Dutchtown) 

Noor Davis, 6-4, 225, OLB, The Villages, Fla. (Villages Charter) 

T.J. Davis, 6-1, 180, 4.4, CB, Tallahassee, Fla. (Godby) 

James Deloach, 6-2, 242, DE, Millen, Ga. (Jenkins County) 

Kyle Dodson, 6-6, 310, OT, University Heights, Ohio (Cleveland Heights) 
*Kenyan Drake, 6-0, 184, 4.40, RB, Powder Springs, Ga. (Hillgrove) 
Trae Elston, 6-0, 170, CB, Oxford 

Quay Evans, 6-3, 300, DT, Morton, Miss. 

Kurt Freitag, 6-3.5, 217, TE, Buford, Ga. 

Devin Fuller, 6-0, 185, 4.48, Old Tappan, N.J. (No. Valley Reg. Old Tappan) 
Brian Gala, 6-3, 260, OG, Baltimore, Md. (Gilman) 

Eddie Goldman, 6-3, 290, 5.3, DT, Washington D.C. (Edison-Friendship) 
*Brandon Greene, 6-5, 276, OT, Ellenwood, Ga. (Cedar Grove) 

Dorial Green-Beckham, 6-5, 210, WR, Springfield, Mo. (Hillcrest) 
*Adam Griffith, 5-9, 165, K, Calhoun, Ga. 

*Caleb Gulledge, 6-4.5, 280, DE, Prattville 

Laith Harlow, 6-5, 240, TE, Tallahassee, Fla. (Godby) 

Josh Harvey-Clemons, 6-4, 207, OLB, Valdosta, Ga. (Lowndes) 

Joe Harris, 6-4,290, 5.0, OG, Lithonia, Ga. 

*Tyler Hayes, 6-3, 215, 4.6, LB, Thomasville, Ala. 

Tracy Howard, 6-0, 165, CB, Miramar, Fla. 

D.J. Humphries, 6-6, 262, 5.1, OT, Charlotte, N.C. (Mallard Creek) 

Nick James, 6-5, 340, DT, Long Beach, Miss. 

Jordan Jenkins, 6-2.5, 225, 4.69, DE, Hamilton, Ga. (Harris County) 
Cyrus Jones, 5-10, 185, 4.47, RB, Baltimore, Md. (Gilman) 

Chad Kelly, 6-3, 205, QB, Buffalo, N.Y. (St. Joseph Collegiate Institute) 
Greyson Lambert, 6-5, 185, QB, Jesup, Ga. (Wayne County) 

Quanzell Lambert, 6-2, 230, MLB, Erial, N.J. (Timber Creek) 

Terrell Lathan, 6-4, 235, DE, West Monroe, La. 

“Dillon Lee, 6-3.5, 220, LB, Buford, Ga. 

Jeremy Liggins, 6-4, 235, QB, Oxford, Miss. (Lafayette) 

Ricardo Louis, 6-2, 200, 4.5, WR, Miami Beach, Fla. 


Gunner Kiel, 6-4, 200, QB, Columbus, Ind. (East) 

Raphael Kirby, 6-2, 218, 4.68, OLB, Stone Mountain, Ga. (Stephenson) 
Korren Kirven, 6-5, 275, DT, Lynchburg, Va. (Brookville) 

Christo Kourtzidis, 6-4, 240, TE, Orange, Calif. (Lutheran) 

Keith Marshall, 5-11, 180, 4.32, RB, Raleigh, N.C. (Millbrook) 
Marcus Maye, 6-1, 195, 4.5, S, Melbourne, Fla. (Holy Trinity) 
Deontay McManus, 6-0, 209, WR, Baltimore, Md. (Paul Lawrence Dunbar) 
D'Vario Montgomery, 6-3, 211, WR, Winter Park, Fla. 

Wayne Morgan, 5-11, 191, 4.40, S, Brooklyn, N.Y. (Erasmus Hall) 
Durron Neal, 6-0, 185, WR. St. Louis, Mo. (De Smet Jesuit) 

Danny O'Brien, 6-3, 287, DT, Flint, Mich. (Powers Catholic) 

Ricky Parks, 6-3, 210, TE, Hogansville, Ga. (Calloway) 

Andrus Peat, 6-7, 280. OT, Tempe, Ariz (Corona Del Sol) 

Caleb Peterson, 6-4, 292, OG, Auburn 

Ondre Pipkins, 6-3, 320, DT, Kansas City, Mo. (Park Hill) 

Sa’Von Pittman, 6-4, 225, 4.6, DE, Canton, Ohio (McKinley) 

Brian Poole, 5-11, 185, S, Bradenton, Fla. (Southeast) 

Sean Price, 6-4, 210, 4.75, TE, Citra, Fla. (North Marion) 

*Reggie Ragland, 6-4, 245, MLB, Madison (Bob Jones) 

Kelvin Rainey, 6-3, 210, TE, Yulee, Fla. 

Terry Richardson, 5-9, 155, 4.5, CB, Detroit, Mich. (Cass Tech) 
Deaysean Rippey, 6-2, 200, OLB, Mc Kees Rocks, Pa. (Sto-Rox) 
Jovon Robinson, 6-0, 215, RB, Memphis, Tenn. (Wooddale) 

Shaq Roland, 6-1, 180, WR-DB, Lexington, S.C. 

Barry Sanders, 5-9, 180, RB, Oklahoma City, Okla. (Heritage Hall) 
Justin Shanks, 6-4, 294, DT, Prattville 

Elijah Shumate, 6-1, 205, 4.5, S, Ramsey, N.J. (Don Bosco Prep) 
Geno Smith, 5-11, 160, 4.47, CB, Atlanta, Ga. (St. Pius X) 

Noah Spence,6-4, 245, DL, Harrisburg, Pa. (Bishop McDevitt) 
Dwayne Stanford, 6-4, 200, WR, Cincinnati, Ohio (Taft) 

Johnathan Taylor, 6-3.5, 307, DT, Millen, Ga. (Jenkins County) 
“Justin Taylor, 5-10, 216, RB, Atlanta, Ga. (Washington) 

John Theus, 6-6, 292, 5.12, OT, Jacksonville, Fla. (The Bolles School) 
Jhaustin Thomas, 6-6, 233, DE, Decatur, Ga. (Columbia) 

“Justin Thomas, 5-11, 180, 4.34, QB, Prattville 

Dalvin Tomlinson, 6-3, 270, 4.94, DE, McDonough, Ga. (Henry County) 
Vincent Valentine, 6-4, 315, DT, Edwardsville, III, 

Channing Ward, 6-4, 220, 4.5, DE, Aberdeen, Miss. 

Aldophus Washington, 6-6, 240, DE, Cincinnati, Ohio (Taft) 

*Eddie Williams, 6-4, 205, 4.5, S, Panama City Beach, Fla. (Arnold) 
Leonard Williams, 6-5, 250, DE, Daytona Beach, Fla. (Mainland) 
Jameis Winston, 6-4, 190, QB, Hueytown 

Derrick Woods, 5-11, 180, WR, Inglewood, Calif. 

Yuri Wright, 6-2,180, 4.45, CB, Ramsey, N.J. (Don Bosco Prep) 
Avery Young, 6-5, 270, OT, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 


*Committed to Alabama 


2011 ALABAMA FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


DATE 
September 3 
September 10 
September 17 
September 24 
October 1 
October 8 
October 15 
October 22 
October 29 
November 5 
November 12 
November 19 
November 26 
December 3 
January 9, 2012 


OPPONENT 

Kent State 

Penn State 

North Texas 
Arkansas 

Florida 
Vanderbilt 

Ole Miss 
Tennessee 

Open 

LSU 

Mississippi State 
Georgia Southern 
Auburn 


SEC Championship Game 


BCS Championship 


SITE 
Tuscaloosa 


University Park, Penn. 


Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Gainesville 
Tuscaloosa 
Oxford 

Tuscaloosa 


Tuscaloosa 
Starkville 
Tuscaloosa 
Auburn 
Atlanta 

New Orleans 


SERIES RECORD* 
First Meeting 
9-5-0 

3-0-0 

14-7-0 
23-14-0 
58-19-4 
47-9-2 
48-38-7 


45-24-5 
75-17-3 

First Meeting 
40-34-1 

3 wins, 4 losses 
1 win, 0 loss 


LAST GAME* 
N/A 

2010 UA 24, PSU 3 
2009 UA 53, NT 7 
2010 UA 24, Ark 20 
2010 UA 31, UF 6 
2007 UA 24, VU 10 
2010 UA 23, UM 10 
2010 UA 41, UT 10 


2010 LSU 24, UA 21 


2010 UA 30, MSU 10 


N/A 
2010 AU 28, UA 27 


2009 UA 32, Florida 13 
2009 UA 37, Texas 21 
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RECRUITING BY A.P. STEADHAM 


TIDE IS COOKING 


Men’s basketball has fine recruiting class 


but he appears to have the recipe for basketball success. 
He is adding quality ingredients to an already tantalizing 
presentation. 

Without counting one new signee (because he is a foreign 
athlete, difficult to rate), the 2010-11 signing class put together 
by Grant and his staff ranks 14" in the nation and third in the 
Southeastern Conference (behind Kentucky, which had the nation’s 
best recruiting year, and Arkansas, ranked sixth). 

Trevor Lacey became the third four-star prospect to sign with 
Alabama this year when he inked on the final day of the spring 
signing period. Lacey is a a 6-4, 185-pound shooting guard from 
Huntsville’s S.R. Butler High School who led his team to three state 
championships. Known as one of the pemier shooters in the nation, 
he averaged 31.4 points, 8 rebounds, and 3.1 steals per game while 
leading Coach Jack Doss’s team to a 32-2 record. He was MVP of the 
state tournament and Mr. Basketball in Alabama. 

Recruiting experts were still totaling up Bama’s haul of signees 
when Grant surprised everyone by announcing the addition of Retin 
Ojomoh, a 6-1 point guard who is a 17-year-old member of the 
Belgian Under 20 national team, and whose signing was announced 
two days after the Lacey announcement. 

Lacey became the third top 100 Scout.com recruit to Bama. He 
was listed number 59 and number 15 as a shooting guard. He joins 
fellow four-star prospects Levi Randolph, a 6-6 shooting guard from 
Bob Jones High in Madison, who was number 30, and Nick Jacobs, a 
6-8 power forward from South Atlanta High, who is number 92. 

That's not all, though. The stellar field is rounded out by: 

Rodney Cooper, a 6-6 small forward from Russell County 
High School in Phenix City, who joined Lacey and Randolph on the 
Alabama Sports Writers Association Super Five and who was a three- 
star prospect and, like Lacey, a Parade All-America. 

Fall signee and Senegal native Moussa Gueye, a seven-foot center 
from Lake Land College in Mattoon, Illinois, is a top-rated junior college 
player complimenting the high school additions. Because Gueye did not 
play last season, he has three years of college eligibility remaining. 


A labama Men's Basketball Coach Anthony Grant isn’t a chef, 
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Although Trevor Lacey may not have been listed as a five-star 
prospect, when the likes of Kentucky and Kansas are in pursuit, you 
can bet he’s a thoroughbred. 

The six athletically gifted signees representing the 2011 class 
are capable of implementing the full-throttle race horse style of 
basketball preferred by Grant. 

Lacey is a game and program changer. He is the second player 
to receive the prestigious state of Alabama Mr. Basketball award 
twice. The other was former Birmingham John Carroll (and Alabama) 
standout Ronald Steele 

“Why Alabama?” was the question posed to Lacey by a media 
member. 

Lacey said, “I felt like it was home. | developed a great 
relationship with Coach Grant and the players. | was good friend with 
Levi (Randolph). Coach Grant mentioned to me if you have what 
you're looking for at home, why leave?” 

As for the other late addition, Ojomoh, a 6-1, 205-pound 
guard from Antwerp, Belgium, is currently a member of the Belgian 
under-20 national team. 

“Retin will bring great speed and strength to our backcourt,” 
Grant said. “He has a maturity level that you don’t see in a lot of 
17-year-olds. The experience he has received playing in international 
competition will prepare him well for taking the next step in his 
career. Our staff is very excited about Retin joining our family and he 
has a very bright future.” 

Ojomoh is a member of the KangoeroesBoom in the Belgian 
League second division that recently won the league title. He was 
also the MVP of the prestigious Belgian Christmas Tournament and 
has competed in the U16 and U18 European Championships. 

Alabama is not rebuilding. The Crimson Tide returns three all-star 
caliber starters in upcoming senior post player JaMychal Green, junior 
wing Tony Mitchell, and sophomore point guard Trevor Releford. 

Meanwhile, there were some losses. 

Rising redshirt junior Andrew Steele will not return to the court 
for the Alabama men’s basketball team due to lingering symptoms 
from a concussion. 


Se 


Trevor Lacey 


“Andrew has decided that, in the best interest of his long term 
health and well-being, it is best to discontinue his basketball career,” 
Grant said. “This decision was reached through consultation with his 
family and our medical staff and is a direct result of on-going symptoms 
resulting from multiple concussions, the most recent suffered [against 
Kentucky in the SEC Basketball Tournament], and the potential for long 
term consequences should he suffer another episode. 

“We are saddened that he will no longer compete as a member 
of our team, however, we are extremely grateful for the contributions 
and dedication he has given our University and the character and 
selflessness with which he has represented our program. Andrew will 
remain on scholarship as a medical hardship and will continue to be 
a part of our team in a different capacity.” 

Steele, a 6-4, 230-pound guard from Birmingham, has suffered 
four concussions. The brother of Ronald Steele missed all of 
Alabama’s run to the championship game of the National Invitation 
Tournament and two months of off-season work. Upon returning to 
physical activity, he began to experience the return of symptoms 
resulting from concussion. 

He will continue to be monitored and evaluated during his 
remaining time at Alabama while pursuing a degree in marketing. 

“This was something | had to pray about a lot and talk to my 
parents and the medical staff about,” Steele said. “It was a realization 
that this was a situation where | had to make the best choice for my 
long-term health after basketball. It was a hard decision, but it was a 
choice between something (basketball] ) had been doing my whole life 
and something that could affect the rest of my life going forward. For 
me, it wasn’t worth taking the potential risk. 

“Having the coaches and medical staff in my corner made this 
a lot easier knowing that they were looking out for me and my long- 
term health while giving me all the information | needed to make 
my decision. They have gone above and beyond in helping me and | 
couldn’t be more thankful.” 

Grant also announced that two little-used players from last 
season, Kendall Durant and Jason Carter, will not return. 

“After meeting with both Kendall and Jason following the 
conclusion of our season, we determined that it was in their best interest 
to continue their athletic and academic careers elsewhere,” Grant said. 
“We thank both young men for their contributions to our team. We wish 
them the best in their futures both on and off the court.” 

Looking at prospects for the 2011-12 recruiting season, Bama 
has been linked with: 

Alex Poythress, a 6-8, 200-pound five-star forward from 
Clarksville, Tennessee; Robert Carter, a 6-9, 245-pound five-star center 
from Thomasville, Georgia; J-Mychal Reese, a 6-1, 165-pound four- 
star point guard from Bryan, Texas; Marcus Hunt, a 6-6, 215-pound 
four star forward from College Park, Georgia; and Jaylen Beckham, a 
6-1, 160-pound three-star point guard from Lexington, Kentucky. 

Meanwhile, it was reported in North Carolina that Shannon Hale, 
a 6-7 power forward from Science Hill, Tennessee, had transferred 
to Christ School in Arden, North Carolina. Hale committed to the 
Crimson Tide last season as a sophomore. He was his conference 
player of the year as he averaged 15.9 points per game. 

Christ School Coach David Gaines said, “It’s scary how good 
(Hale) could be.” 

g Christ School has won the last five NCISAA 3-A championships 
and went 32-5 last season. a 
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Taylor Dugas 


BASEBALL BY ‘BAMA STAFF 


Tide waiting to see how many players go pro 


traditional baseball season, the summer. But that doesn’t 

mean they aren't earning their pay. In at least one respect, 
they have more pressure in the weeks leading up to the start of fall 
classes than they do anytime this side of the College World Series. 

That's because of the Major League Draft. Baseball players 
can be taken by the professionals right out of high school and after 
finishing junior college. They can also take college players at the end 
of their junior seasons. And yet, unlike in basketball and football, a 
drafted baseball player is not necessarily gone to the pros. 

This is nothing new at Alabama. The Crimson Tide has had at 
least one player taken in every Major League Baseball draft since 
1979, a total of 33 drafts. 

Thus, college baseball coaches, who have had to recruit without 
knowing for sure what players they are having to replace, or if the 
replacements will be going to college with their scholarship help, sit 
and wait. 

There's also the matter of juggling scholarship money, which 
baseball coaches have to divide among various players. Until the final 
squad is known, the amount of available aid is unknown. 

It's a two-edged sword. College coaches want their players to 
develop into professionals. That’s a selling point in recruiting. But a 
player who leaves before the coach expects can cause havoc with the 
lineup. 

The anxiety lasts until the players participate in a college class 
in August. At that point the player cannot go pro that year, and the 
coach can begin making plans. 

Alabama Coach Mitch Gaspard knew he was losing some 
seniors, including catcher Brock Bennett and pitchers Nathan 
“Peanut” Kilcrease and Jonathan Smart. 

Kilcrease was the 916th draft choice, selected by the Oakland 
A's in the 30th round. The 5-6 right-handed pitcher led the Tide with 
eight wins in 2011, finishing his senior season with an 8-4 record 
and a 3.12 ERA. He led the team with 88 strikeouts in a team-high 
101 innings. Kilcrease completed his career at Alabama with a 23- 
11 record, a 3.21 ERA, and 240 strikeouts in 278 innings. 

Bennett was the 1,017th player selected. The San Francisco 
Giants picked the senior catcher in the 33rd round. Bennett was 
third on the 2011 Tide club with a .338 batting average and led the 


C ollege baseball coaches don't have a team to work with in 


team with 21 sacrifice bunts. Defensively, he made just three errors 
in 379 chances to post a team-best .992 fielding percentage. He 
also threw out 21 runners attempting to steal. 

Two men with a year of eligibility remaining also were drafted. 

Adam Morgan, a 6-2 left-handed pitcher, was selected with the 
120th pick by the Philadelphia Phillies in the third round and has 
signed a professional contract. Morgan finished his junior campaign 
with a 5-7 record, with a 4.64 ERA and 77 strikeouts in 97 innings 
pitched. For his career, Morgan has a 16-14 overall record with a 
5.09 ERA and 193 strikeouts in 246 innings. 

The other player drafted was center fielder Taylor Dugas, who 
has turned in All-America level performances for Bama the past two 
years. He was selected in the eighth round by the Chicago Cubs. The 
249th pick overall, Dugas posted a .349 average and hit eight home 
runs to lead the Crimson Tide in 2011. In three years at Alabama, he 
has a career batting average of .365, with 263 hits, 12 home runs 
and 97 runs batted in. 

Midway through the summer, Dugas had not signed a pro 
contract, which gives hope to Bama baseball. 

It is reasonable to believe that Gaspard was “recruiting” this 
summer, namely recruiting Taylor Dugas. 

Late in the summer there were reports that Dugas had ended 
negotiations with the Cubs and would return to Alabama for his 
senior season. That would be a big boost for Gaspard’s program. 

But Gaspard has other worries regarding players who were 
drafted. Three signees, all pitchers, are weighing professional offers, 
though Bama probably feels very confident in two high school 
graduates. 

Justin Kamplain, a left-handed pitcher from Walker High School 
in Jasper, was selected in the 22nd round by the St. Louis Cardinals. 
Taylor Guilbeau was the final player selected when the New York 
Yankees picked the lefty from Zachary (Louisiana) High School with 
the 1,199th pick in the 39th round. 

Both were reportedly enrolled at The University for summer 
school and expected to be with the Crimson Tide in 2012. 

More problematic is Angelina Junior College (Lufkin, Texas) 
graduate lan Gardeck. The left-handed pitcher, who is in the 
prestigious Cape Cod League for amateur players this summer, was 
drafted in the eighth round by the Chicago White Sox as the 261* 
pick. 
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SOFTBALL BY CARY L. CLARK 


He’s BAAAC 


Alabama able to retain Softball Coach Patrick Murphy 


the past few months of Alabama 

softball has featured lots of ups and 
downs. When all was said and done, and 
the baseline chalk dust had cleared, the 
“ups” were more numerous. 

First, some background: Patrick 
Murphy, who has built the Crimson Tide 
softball program into a national contender 
in 13 years as head coach, has taken his 
team to the Women’s College World Series 
seven times since 2000, won back-to-back 
Southeastern Conference championships, 
and been to and won multiple NCAA 
Regional and Super Regionals, including 
2011. Those teams have been among the 
most popular with Bama fans, who turn out 
in numbers greater than any other softball 
team in the nation. 

It all began on Sunday, June 5. That 
day, the Florida Gators continued their 
mastery over Patrick Murphy's Crimson 
Tide team with a resounding double-header 
sweep, eliminating Bama after what had 
been a very promising first few days in 
Oklahoma City, site of the Women’s College World Series. All the Tide 
needed that day was one win in two games, but the Gators of Coach Tim 
Walton had other ideas, ending the Alabama's season by scores of 16-2 
(5 innings) and 9-2. Had the Tide managed one victory that day, it, not 
Florida, would have advanced to the best-of-3 title series against top- 
ranked Arizona State. 

Distraught, down-trodden, disgusted and depressed after watching 
his team crash and burn like it had not all year, Murphy returned home 
to Tuscaloosa and got a surprising phone call. On the other line was LSU 
Director of Athletics Joe Alleva, who had a “one call does it all” coaching 
hire on his mind. 

Somewhat surprisingly, at least to Alabama fans, Murphy was 
ready to listen — and act. “It was a rotten day,” he said later. “We'd just 
come back from the World Series, two bad losses, and | was hit with an 


i ike an amusement park roller coaster, 


incredible offer. I've been dealing with sinus issues and | didn’t feel good. 


| was upset about the way it ended. Then they threw everything at me, 
and it was quick. | got overwhelmed, and that’s about it. 

“It was a decision made on emotion. Now | know it was a mistake 
and | screwed up. It just didn’t feel right, and | got too far into it and it 
was like | don’t know how to get out of it. | felt bad for them. | just didn’t 
know how to stop.” 

Just days after talking to Alleva and accepting the job, Murphy and 
his top assistant, Aly Habetz, flew to Baton Rouge and were introduced 
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to the LSU softball faithful, she clad ina 
purple dress, he in a gold and purple tie. 

The introductory press conference 
was on a Friday. The next night, Murphy 
attended a gathering Baton Rouge. “We 
were at a party Saturday night at one of 
Aly’s relatives, and one of the sisters-in- 
law sat down and said, ‘Do you have any 
regrets?’! was just being honest, | said, 
‘Yeah | do,’ and she started going around 
and telling everybody. Then they were kind 
of worried about me.” 

And with good reason. Fast-forward to 
the next morning, at breakfast at a Baton 
Rouge hotel. “Sunday morning is when it 
kind of all came about,” Murphy said. “Aly 
came down and we talked for a long time 
and it just didn’t feel right. Nothing against 
(LSU). (Alleva) did everything right, the 
women’s AD was awesome, and | told her 
it's sad but | think we'd probably be really 
good friends if | was here. | liked her and 
she seemed like a great lady. Everybody 
was super nice. It wasn't anything about 
them, because they have a great athletic 
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department. It was me. 

“Lesson learned. | should have gone and looked, then decided. It’s a 
big lesson to learn.” 

Internally, the regrets began even earlier. Said Murphy, “From the 
very beginning. | should have known when | could barely get through the 
phone calls to the (Alabama) girls and tried to tell them and some of our 
support staff here — | probably should have known then, and | wouldn't 
have put everybody through it.” 

Fortunately for Murphy, his bosses and Tide fans, no replacement 
had been found at that early hour, and he was able to make his way 
quickly back to The Capstone. Murphy explained that process in detail. 

“Aly and | talked about it for a long time and | said | don't know if 
| can do it, and she said she didn’t know if she could do it either. And | 
was like; I’m definitely not going to do it if you can’t do it either. | guess 
| called Marie (Robbins, UA senior women's administrator) or Dave (Hart, 
UA's executive athletics director), | honestly can’t remember, but | called 
them and said, ‘I'm not sure if | can do this.’ They said, ‘What do we 
need to do?’ And | said, ‘Come and get me.’ It was about 12:30, noon-ish 
(on Sunday). 

“| called (former LSU coach and longtime Murphy mentor 
Yvette) Girouard and said, ‘Don't hate me, | know you're going to be 
disappointed, but | just don’t know if | can do it.’She said, ‘No, I’m not 
disappointed, I'm never going to hate you. What's going on?’ We talked. 
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She said, ‘Your heart’s got to be in it. Five years is a long time,’ because 
it was a five-year contract. | kept saying to myself, ‘| can do it. It will 
get better, | can push through, | can do it.’ She said, ‘Five years being 
unhappy is not good.' 

“That's when | said, ‘| don’t think | can do it.'” 

Upon hearing from Murphy about his change of Heart, Robbins and 
company sprang into action, 

“They called one of the (University) pilots and said, ‘Are you 
available?" Murphy said. “They were on their way to some pilot school but 
they hadn't left. Marie went out and got on the plane and came and got us.” 

Murphy's glad they did. 

He said, “| kept thinking about, first | thought we were going to win 
a national championship at Alabama, then | kept thinking about who was 
going to be that coach reaping the rewards of all our hard work. That kept 
eating at me, and | kept thinking about all the incoming kids because 
there are some good kids coming in — a kid from (Murphy's home state 
of) lowa, that was going to be tough, and then Leslie (Jury) and Chaunsey 
(Bell) and Danielle (Richard) and all of them. | had just eaten Junch with 
Leslie Jury and Danielle Richard for their orientation on Wednesday and 
talked about what was going to happen next year with them. 

“That was difficult to just think about that, what | was going to 
miss, and it kind of came down to it's just like we say to a recruit: Are 
you going to be more happy telling us, ‘Yes, I'd love to come to Alabama,’ 
or would you be more upset telling School B ‘no’? Because we want you 
to be more happy telling Alabama ‘yes’ than you are disappointed to tell 
another school ‘no’, because then we feel like if you aren't you probably 
didn’t make the right decision. That kept going through my mind. This 
should be the greatest day of my life on Friday (in Baton Rouge), and | 
still had some second thoughts.” 

Murphy said if he had had the chance to do it all over, he would 
have handled the matter quite differently. “| definitely would have talked 
to some more people. | kept it too close. | talked to some really good 
people and | should have thought of Ed Allen, the volleyball coach at 
Alabama — leaving Tulsa, how tough was that for him? And he called 
me, actually, Sunday morning. But just different people like that. | didn't 
realize, | had no idea of the magnitude of the ripple effect, no idea. 
Alums, alums’ moms and dads, alums’ kids, grandparents, | guess | 
didn't know. That was tough to hear.” 

Tide softball fans — recognized as America’s best- were quickly ready 
to let bygones be bygones. 

“They're genuinely nice people,” Murphy noted. “I made a stop at 
the Alabama Credit Union out in Northport, and one of the ladies there 
had written me a prayer. (At this point, Murphy paused and puts his 
head on the interview table for a few seconds.) Who writes a prayer for a 
softball coach? So that was my first stop, and | apologized and she said, 
“No, we're just glad you're back, no apology necessary.” 

His players were ecstatic to hear of his return. “I've talked to 
most of them and apologized, told them |'m sorry | put them through 
it," Murphy said. “Now |’ve done the bad thing of putting two groups 
(including the LSU players) through the same thing. 

“A lot of them were excited, some of them were still worried, | think. 
They were upset. We sat with Jaz (Lunceford, outfielder) for a long time. 
| said just tell us how you're feeling and we'll help you get through it. I'm 
sure we'll have to do that with a lot of them.” 

Murphy's big boss was glad he didn't have to make a new hire. “I 
am glad to see that he has had a change of heart because | have always 
known that he is one of the finest coaches in America,” Alabama Director 
of Athletics Mal Moore said. 

So, Murphy’s leaving was a “down” and his return was an “up.” 
There weren't many other “downs,” unless one counts the departure of 
long-time pitching coach Vann Stuedamann. Murphy did not retain her 
upon his return, and shortly after, Stuedamann was hired as the new 
head coach at Mississippi State. Asked at her inaugural Starkville press 
conference how long it would take her new team to beat her old one, 


Stuedamann replied stoically, “Seven innings.” 

Murphy hired his former All-America pitcher Stephanie VanBrakle to 
take over as pitching coach. VanBrakle returned to Alabama after three years 
as a college head coach, two at Birmingham Southern and one at Samford. 

“Aly (Habetz) and | are both very excited to have Stephanie as our 
first former athlete to join the coaching staff,” Murphy said. “She led us 
to new heights as a player and we are hoping she can do the same thing 
as a coach. Her competitiveness and work ethic as an athlete were two 
of her biggest assets. If those two qualities can rub off on our current 
pitchers, they will be better because of it.” 

(Samford Athletics Director Martin Newton, the son of former Tide 
Basketball Coach C.M. Newton, selected a member of VanBrakle’s staff to 
succeed her as head coach. Former Tide player Mandy Burford moves up 
as head coach of the Bulldogs.) 

Other “ups” from the summer included the decision to add on the 
seating capacity at Rhoads Stadium, several former Tiders continuing 
their pro careers, and an honor for the 2011 Tide softball staff. 

Meanwhile, UA’s coaching staff (that included Murphy, Habetz 
and Stuedamann) was honored by being named the National Fast pitch 
Coaches Association (NFCA) South Region Coaching Staff of the Year, 
This year's south region honor marks the fourth time in as many years 
that the Alabama coaching staff has won the award and the seventh 
overall under Murphy. The2011 Tide finished 53-11 overall and 19-6 
in Southeastern Conference play. Under his direction in 2011 Murphy 
had four players earn NFCA All-American honors and five garner All-SEC 
accolades, including two-time SEC Pitcher of the Year Kelsi Dunne, 

Dunne has continued her softball career as a professional, joining 
the pitching staff of the National Pro Fast Pitch League's Florida 
Diamonds. Her instate rival team in the pros, the Florida Pride, features 
arguably the two greatest players in Tide history, Charlotte Morgan and 
Kelly Kretschman. Infielder Kelly Montalvo is manning third base for the 
Akron Racers. 

Other good news included the announcement that Bama’s first 
commitment from the class of 2013, Mortimer Jordan High star Haylie 
McCleney, was named The Birmingham News Metro Girls Athlete of the year. 

Fans driving down U.S. 82 have noted that work has already begun 
on an addition to the stadium's outfield seating, called “The Brickyard,” 
that is expected to raise the seating capacity to 4,000. According to 
Murphy, the expansion is yet another example of the support he’s received 
that made it tough to leave. “(The administration) has done a lot for me 
and the program, obviously, with the new (indoor) hitting facility. Anything 
we've ever wanted, Mal (Moore, UA's director of athletics) went to bat 
for us with the Brickyard (outfield seating), the plaza, the scoreboard, 
everything. We have the largest stadium in the country, thanks to him.” 

Murphy said that type commitment to softball inspires him to give 
the following message to Tide fans: “We told our team after the World 
Series — we have an end-of the-year meeting at the hotel or wherever 
we're at, and | dismissed the seniors and thanked the support staff and 
all that’s left is the 15 girls that are coming back. We've done this every 
year, and kind of let the seniors leave and everybody claps and thanks 
them, all the support staff and trainers, my boss and anybody that was 
with us. It’s always sad for the seniors because it was their time to go, but 
one of the things | said is | wish they could see how good they had it at 
Alabama, but it's virtually impossible until you leave. 

“All the support people are just incredible — the managers, the 
trainers, Skip (Powers, media relations contact), all of the people that 
go into Alabama softball, the fans. You just don’t know how good you 
have it until you leave, and that’s the same thing | said to Aly on Sunday 
morning, that this was exactly what | told the team. You saw how good it 
is once you took a step away. There's not a better place.” 

Asked if he was in Tuscaloosa this time to stay, Murphy grinned and 
said, “God, | hope so. | don't even want to think about that. | can't think 
about it.” 

Tide fans, players and athletic administrators tend to agree. G 
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Dan Waters heads men’s and women’s program 


involved just telling the runners to “Go as fast as you can, 

keep turning left, and get back as quick as you can.” Alabama 
Athletics Director has taken advantage of the opportunity to take 
Crimson Tide track and field in a new direction. 

When Alabama Men's Track and Field Coach Harvey Glance elected 
to retire, and Women’s Track and Field Coach Sandy Fowler resigned 
her position, Crimson Tide Moore made the decision to combine the 
programs into one, as had previously been the practice at Bama. 

Moore landed an outstanding candidate to head the combined men’s 
and women’s program when he tapped Dan Waters from Texas A&M. 

Moore made a true national search. 

“We set out to find a coach who would bring energy, organization 
and a winning background to our track and field program,” Moore 
said. “Dan has a proven record of conference as well as national 
championship success and he is an outstanding recruiter who will 
put together an excellent coaching staff. We are very excited about 
the future of Alabama track and field.” 

Before taking over at Bama this summer, Waters spent seven 
seasons at Texas A&M, serving as the recruiting coordinator and 
distance coach for the Aggies under legendary A&M Coach Pat Henry. 
Waters has been a key contributor to a coaching staff that has led 
the Aggies to unprecedented success on the conference and national 
scene as the Aggies have won four NCAA national championships 
with the Aggie women winning eight consecutive Big 12 titles in 
the past four years (four indoor, four outdoor) while the A&M men 
claimed their first Big 12 Indoor title this year, the men’s first 
conference indoor title since a Southwest Conference team title in 
1980. Both programs have been ranked No. 1 by USTFCCCA over 
the past couple of years both indoors and outdoors. 

Henry gave Waters a ringing endorsement. 

“Dan has been a tremendous asset to our program over the last 
seven years,” Henry said. “His work ethic, care, and commitment 
to excellence are a great strength of his. | feel Dan not only has the 
desire to be a head coach, but has what it takes to lead a program. 
Dan has become a close friend of mine and I’m sorry to lose him, but 
I'm also very happy that he has this opportunity.” 


T he old joke had it that coaching quarter-milers (before meters) 


“lam excited to have the opportunity to lead the Alabama 
track and field program,” Waters said. “Alabama has an outstanding 
reputation in college athletics and a rich tradition in track and field. | 
look forward to the challenge ahead. Coach Moore has a vision for our 
program and he is dedicated to being the very best. | look forward to 
working with him and the entire staff.” 

One of the nation's top distance coaches, Waters also served as 
the recruiting coordinator at Texas A&M and assisted the process of 
upgrading the program's talent level to be consistently competitive on 
the conference and national level. His recruiting and coaching efforts 
have been vital in the men and women each winning consecutive 
NCAA Outdoor Championships in 2009 and 2010, as the program 
became just the second school to achieve the NCAA Championship 
double-double since LSU in 1989 and 1990. 

Recent recruiting classes at Texas A&M have earned number 
one rankings by Track & Field News. In fact, in 2009 both the men 
and women recruiting classes were chosen the top recruiting classes 
in the nation by the monthly magazine, becoming just the second 
school to earn that acclaim in the 15-year history of Track & Field 
News ranking collegiate classes. The Aggie women also enjoyed 
a three-year run as the number one class, from 2007 to 2009, 
becoming the first women’s program to achieve the feat. 

ESPN The Magazine proclaimed the Texas A&M staff as the top 
recruiters among any collegiate sport. 

Known for his strong administrative and organizational skills, 
Waters has overseen the event management at championship events, 
including the 2009 and 2011 NCAA Indoor Championships, 2009 
Big 12 Indoor Championships, and 2003 Southeastern Conference 
Cross Country Championships. 

In cross country, Waters earned the Men's South Central Region 
Coach of the Year honor in 2008 when Texas A&M won the team title 
during the region meet and qualified for the NCAA Championships. , 
It was the first time in 18 years that a team defeated powerhouse 
Arkansas for the region title. Waters has also qualified 16 individuals 
to the NCAA Cross Country Championships over the past 15 years. 
The region team title the Aggie men claimed in 2008 was the 
school's first since 2003 and just the sixth overall. It also marked the 


ee 


28 BAMAMAG.COM 


first time that a distance coach on Henry's staff has qualified a cross 
country team to the NCAA Championships. 

Waters went to Texas A&M in August 2004 after serving a three- 
year stint overseeing the distance program at Georgia and five years 
at TCU in a similar capacity. 

During his stay in Athens, Waters led the Bulldogs men’s 
team to the program's first appearance in the NCAA Cross Country 
Championships, as well as a team victory at the NCAA South Region 
Championships. At the conference level, the Georgia men placed 
second for the highest finish in school history, while the women's 
team matched its highest finish with a runner-up effort. On the track, 
Waters’ distance runners broke seven school records. 

Georgia Coach Wayne Norton said, “I think Alabama has made a 
great decision in hiring Coach Dan Waters. He is an ideal candidate 
with his recent involvement in the meteoric development of the Texas 
A&M program combined with his four good years of coaching in the 
SEC with my staff here at Georgia. 

“Dan will do a wonderful job because he knows what it will 
take to develop a quality program. He has learned, implemented, 
practiced and then succeeded in the various aspects of collegiate 
track and field coaching. In watching his career over the last 10 
years, | definitely saw this kind of appointment coming his way.” 

At TCU, Waters helped the Horned Frogs to four Western 
Athletic Conference team championships — two in indoor track and 
field, one in outdoor track and field, and one in cross country. The 
2000 WAC cross country and indoor track crowns were the first team 
conference titles in TCU history. During his stay in Fort Worth, the 
Horned Frogs notched four top-four NCAA finishes and TCU was 
ranked No. 1 nationally by Trackwire.com in 2001. 

Among his athletes at TCU was Khadevis Robinson, who won the 
1998 NCAA 800 meter crown. Robinson is a two-time United States 
champion who competed in the 800 at the 2004 Olympic Games. 

Waters began his coaching career as a volunteer assistant coach 
at Texas from 1995-96. 

Waters is married to the former Jennifer Miller. He received 
his bahelor’s degree in secondary education from the University of 
Kansas in 1995. A standout runner for the Jayhawks, Waters was 
the 1992 Big Eight champion in the 800 meters and ran a leg on 
KU’s All-America indoor 3,200-meter relay in 1991. Elected the 
Jayhawks’ team captain in 1993 and 1995, Waters was an Academic 
All-America in 1995, 


PUTTING THE TEAM TOGETHER 


In the past, new Alabama Track & Field Coach Dan Waters was 
part of a coaching team. Now he’s putting a team together, and it 
looks like a strong one. 

Waters has named Matt Kane as sprints and hurdles coach, 
Adam Tribble to work with distance runners, Doug Reynolds as throws 
coach, and Dick Booth to coach jumpers. 

Matt Kane joined the Tide after two years as sprints/hurdles coach 
at Oklahoma. Waters said that Kane has “a wealth of experience and 
knowledge that he has used to make great athletes spectacular.” 

In his first season with the Sooners, Kane produced an NCAA 
champion, five All-Americans, three Big 12 titles, and three program 
records. Kane was named USTFCCCA Midwest Region Assistant 
Coach of the Year. In 2011, one of his star pupils, Mookie Salaam, 
was named the Big 12 Track & Field Athlete of the Year after 
sweeping the 100 and 200 meters and running a leg on OU's 4x100- 
meter relay team at the Big 12 Championships. He was second in the 
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Dan Waters 


100 meters at the NCAA Outdoor Championships. Salaam was the 
NCAA Indoor Champion in the 200 meters this season and owns the 
third fastest time in the world. 

One of Kane's top hurdlers, Ronnie Ash, claimed the 2010 
NCAA title in the indoor 60-meter hurdles while winning Big 12 titles 
and setting program records in both the 60- and 110-meter hurdles. 
Ash was one of two Kane-coached athletes to break a program record 
in 2010 and win a Big 12 title by joining Salaam who won the Big 
12 crown in the 60 meters before breaking the OU record in the 
outdoor 200 meters. Salaam earned All-America honors in both the 
indoor and outdoor 200 before doing so in the 100 meters. 

Both of Kane’s 2010 relays qualified for the 2010 NCAA 
Outdoor Championships as did 400-meter hurdler Eric Bailey. Kane 
also placed his 4x400 relay along with hurdler Malcolm Anderson in 
the NCAA Indoor Championships. 

Kane came to Norman from Barton County Community College in 
Kansas where he was the head men’s and women’s coach for three years 
and was named the 2009 NJCAA National Men's Coach of the Year. 

Kane began his coaching career as a graduate assistant at the 
University of Central Oklahoma where he graduated with a degree jn 
community health in 1999. He is a native of Stillwater, Okla. 

Adam Tribble was one of Waters's athletes at Georgia. He was 
a two-year captain of the Bulldogs track and was all-region in cross 
country. He also finished 46th in the U.S. Olympic Trials in the 
marathon in 2008. 

A 2002 graduate of Georgia with a degree in health and physical 
education, he also received a graduate degree from Georgia in 
movement studies. 

Waters said. “He has a fantastic relationship with distance 
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runners and knows how to relate to them. He brings a great element 
of organization and energy to our staff.” 

Tribble spent the last two seasons coaching distance runners at 
Oregon State following stints at Arkansas and his alma mater, Georgia. 

During his five seasons at Arkansas he helped coach the 
Razorbacks’ women’s team to three-straight SEC cross country 
championships and a pair of runner-up finishes. Arkansas never fell 
out of the top 20 at the NCAA Championships under his watch and 
finished as high as fifth in 2006. 

Doug Reynolds recently wrapped up his sixth season coaching 
throwers at Kentucky where his student-athletes set seven school 
records and won nine SEC championships. 

Waters said. “He is one of the rare coaches that has technical 
expertise in all four of the throws. He was a great student-athlete 
himself and has a complete understanding of the winning culture we 
intend to create at Alabama.” 

Reynolds has coached three NCAA Champions, a collegiate 
record holder, 31 All-America selections, 22 conference champions 
and 59 all-conference selections. 

Reynolds coached Colin Boevers to his second straight SEC 
discus title, and fourth straight for the Wildcats, plus a fourth-place 
finish at the NCAA Championships. On the women’s side Mary Angell 
was SEC runner-up in the discus. 

In 2010 one of Reynolds’ star pupils, Ashley Muffet, wrapped 
up a career that included four All-America honors, two SEC 
championships, two SEC Commissioner's Cups and a 2009 SEC 
Outdoor Co-Field Athlete of the Year honor. 

The 2008 season was one of Reynolds’ most successful as 
Rashaud Scott claimed the NCAA title in the discus and was one 


What It Means 
To Be Crimson Tide 


Gene Stallings and Alabama’s 
Greatest Players 


Alabama football means 
championships and All- 
America players and. for 
many, a man ina houndstooth 
hat. Some 60 Alabama players 
who pertormed over a 75-year 
period tell us “What Tt Means 
To Be Crimson Tide.” 
Former Alabama Coach 
Gene Stallings and ‘BAMA 
Editor Kirk MeNair selected 


players who tell the stories of 


WHAT IT MEANS TO BE 


CRIMSON TIDE 


games and practices, coaches 
and teammates. The stary 

of “What [t Means To Be 
Crimson Tide.” 


Tema 
Among those featured ave 
Harry Gilmer, Bart Starr, Lee 
Roy Jordan, Joe Namath, Ken 
Stabler, Johnny Musso, John Hannah, Ozzie Newsome, and Jay Barker, 
Gene Stallings reveals much of his philosophy and reveals why he did NOT follow Paul 
Bryant as Alabama head football coach in 1983, Kirk McNair introduces the players. 
“What It Means To Be Grimson Tide> Gene Stallings and Alabama's Greatest 


KIRK McNAIR 


Players” is a hardcover book of over 300 pages in an oversized format with archival 
photographs throughout, To order ($27.95 plus tax, shipping and handling) call 
1-205-345-5074, You may request a personalized autograph from Kirk McNair, 


30 BAMAMAG.COM 


of two Wildcat throwers to help UK earn its best point total at the 
event in school history. In addition to his discus title, Scott added 
an eighth-place finish in shot put. Andy Fryman also added to the 
Kentucky total, finishing eighth in the hammer throw as the Wildcat 
men finished ninth at the championships. 

Prior to Kentucky, Reynolds worked in similar capacities at 
Arizona, Boise State and Kansas. In his first season at UK he was 
named the Mideast Region Throws Coach of the Year. 

A 1998 graduate of Arizona, he earned national recognition as a 
Pac-10 champion in discus, along with a number one NCAA ranking. 
In 1996, he was the shot put and discus NJCAA champion and 
competed in the 1997 and 1999 World University Games, winning a 
bronze medal in discus. He also was a finalist in discus at the 1999 
and 2003 Pan-American Games. During his athletic career, Reynolds 
ranked as high as third in the U.S. and 10th in the world in discus. 

Veteran Coach Dick Booth’s career has included 49 NCAA 
individual champions and 150 All-America performances. 

“He's one of the top jumps coaches in the nation and we're excited 
for him to join us,” Waters said. “The way he thinks and coaches the 
sport makes him as good as any coach in any sport. His philosophies 
and the way he coaches have held true through decades of jumpers.” 

He has been at Florida the past two seasons, where his jumpers 
helped the Gators to a third-place finish at this year’s NCAA Outdoor 
Championships. Two of his pupils in the triple jump, Christian Taylor 
and Will Claye, finished first and second at the NCAA Championships 
and repeated that performance at the USA Championships. The 
NCAA title was Taylor's second straight outdoor championship and 
third overall under Booth. Claye was also named the U.S. Track & 
Field and Cross Country Coaches Association's Field Athlete of the 
Year during the outdoor season. 

“| was at Arkansas when the program got rolling, then at Florida 
for the first two national championships in program history and now 
Alabama seems to be offering the same opportunity,” Booth said. 

Prior to joining the Gators, Booth spent a combined 27 seasons 
as the men’s field-events coach at Arkansas with a four year-hiatus 
between Razorback tenures to serve as head coach at Louisiana- 
Lafayette. During his four years as head coach at Louisiana-Lafayette 
from 1985-88, Booth was responsible for two individual national 
championships, five All-Americans, and 19 school record-holders. 

In his second stint at Arkansas, the Razorbacks captured 14 

NCAA indoor track titles with a string of eight consecutive outdoor 
championships between 1992 and 1999 and another championship 
streak from 2003-06. 

Booth also coached 45 individual national champions and 137 
All-America honors at Arkansas as well as 11 Olympians. In addition to 
his current Florida standouts, Booth's former student-athletes include 
track and field icons such as Mike Conley, Erick Walder, Hollis Conway, 
Robert Howard, Edrick Floreal, Brian Wellman, Jerome Romain, Ray 
Doakes, Matt Hemingway, Melvin Lister and Kenny Evans. 

Conley won the gold medal in the triple jump at the 1992 Olympic 
Games. Conway, one Booth’s NCAA Champions at ULL, won a silver 
medal in the high jump at the 1988 Olympics and a bronze in 1992. 

A native of Blue Mound, Kan., Booth completed collegiately 
in the quarter mile at Ottawa University and earned his bachelor’s 
degree in physical education from Ottawa in 1966 and a master's 
degree in physical education from Kansas State in 1970. 

Booth and his wife, Merry Lee, have ason, Marc, and a 
daughter, Reagan Russell. 

“I think all the pieces are coming together and with the staff 
that has been hired, there's not any reason we can't be extremely 
successful,” Booth said. | 
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GYMNASTICS BY ANDREW VARBLE |! 


HEARTS OF 
CHAMPION 


Led by Kayla Hoffman, Tide hits trifecta 


Tide football team of Coach Nick Saban had a perfect year. 

Alabama won its 22" Southeastern Conference championship 
and then its 13" national championship. And Bama did it in the 
Rose Bowl, where Crimson Tide tradition started. Moreover, Alabama 
had its first Heisman Trophy winner, Mark Ingram declared the 
nation’s finest player. Finally, Bama won that national title by beating 
one of the truly best opponents, the Texas Longhorns. 

Just over a year later, Alabama gymnastics enjoyed that same 
best of times. 

It was a triple crown for Coach Sarah Patterson's Crimson Tide 
gymnasts. 

Bama won its fifth NCAA Championship, seventh SEC crown, 
and 26th NCAA Regional title in 2011. It marked just the second 
time in school history that Alabama has won all three postseason 
championships in the same year, with the other single-season trio of 
wins coming in 1988. 

Moreover, Tide senior Kayla Hoffman was the “Heisman 
Trophy winner of gymnastics, winning virtually every athletics and 
academic honor. 

At the team’s awards banquet, Patterson said, “When we were 
asked afterwards about talent, and winning the championship, | have 
to give credit to Kayla Hoffman, because she said it best during the 
interview with CBS after the we’d won,” She looked up, and with that 
smile on her face she told them “Sometimes it’s not about talent; 
it's about heart.’ Ladies, let me tell you, you have the hearts of a 
champion and this experience will be one that will be near and dear 
to your hearts and mine for a lifetime.” 


A labama football fans could relate. In 2009, the Crimson 
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Hoffman and junior Geralen Stack-Eaton were voted the Tide’s 
permanent captains by their teammates. Hoffman, the NCAA Central 
Region Gymnast of the Year, SEC Gymnast of the Year, and SEC 
Gymnastics Scholar-Athletes of the Year, was the NCAA Championship 
runner-up in the all-around and balance beam and a three-time All- 
America, pushing her career total to five. Hoffman became the first 
in league history to win both SEC Gymnast of the Year and the SEC 
Gymnastics Scholar-Athlete of the Year in the same season. 

Hoffman clinched Alabama’s SEC title by winning the vault. 
She won four of five titles to help Alabama to the NCAA Tuscaloosa 
Regional title, and she clinched Alabama's national championship 
with a 9.95 on the floor exercise in the NCAA Super Six Team Finals. 

Stack-Eaton won the NCAA Floor Exercise Championship, 
bumping Alabama's individual national championship total to 
22, and earned four All-America honors, giving her eight for her 
career. She also won the balance beam and floor exercise at the 
SEC Championships and the balance beam at the NCAA Tuscaloosa 
Regional. At the NCAA Championships she was third in the all-around 
in addition to winning the floor exercise title. 

Freshman Kim Jacob, who went all-around on both nights of 
team competition at the NCAA Championships after going only twice 
during the regular season, earned a pair of All-America honors, 
including first-team honors in the all-around. She was also honored , 
with the Lewis Each Courage Award which she accepted from Jean 
and Winston Each. 

The Tide’s four other 2011 All-America gymnasts were also 
recognized. Sophomores Ashley Sledge and Marissa Gutierrez both 
earned honors on the vault while freshmen Sarah DeMeo and Diandra 
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Milliner succeeded on the uneven bars and balance beam, respectively. 

David Patterson, in his 33rd year coaching the Crimson Tide, was 
honored with the David Dutton Memorial Award, given to those who go 
above and beyond in the service of the Alabama gymnastics program. 
Alyssa Chapman, the Tide’s first ever fifth-year senior, was presented 
with the Tide’s David DeSantis Community Service Award during the 
banquet while junior Rachel Terry was honored for earning the second- 
annual NCAA Elite 88 Award, given annually to the student-athlete 
at each of the NCAA's 88 national championships, who carries the 
highest career grade point average. Alabama also won the award last 
year, when 2010 senior Kassi Price earned inaugural honor. 

Morgan Dennis, a 2010 senior and the 2007 NCAA Floor 
Exercise Champion, was presented with a Medalist Club Postgraduate 
Scholarship during the banquet. 

The honors continued to pour in for Hoffman. 

She was named the winner of the 2011 Honda Sports Award in 
gymnastics, given annually to the nation’s top collegiate female gymnast. 
The Honda Sports Award is given annually to the top women 

athletes in 12 NCAA-sanctioned sports, along with automatic 
eligibility to become a “Top Three” finalist for the Collegiate Woman 
Athlete of the Year. 

Hoffman is the sixth UA gymnast to earn the Honda Award, 
following Penney Hauschild (1985 and 1986), Dee Foster (1993), 
Andreé Pickens (2002), Jeana Rice (2004) and Ashley Miles (2006). 

Hoffman was also named the 2010-11 Roy F. Kramer Female 
Athlete of the Year by a vote of the Southeastern Conference's 
athletics directors. 

The Union, New Jersey, native is the sixth Alabama athlete 
and fifth UA gymnast to be named SEC Female Athlete of the Year, 


joining gymnasts Penney Hauschild (1985), Dee Foster (1990), 
Andreé Pickens (2002), Jeana Rice (2004) and track star Lillie 
Leatherwood (1987). 

Hoffman was named the Capital One Academic All-American of the 
Year, as selected by the College Sports Information Directors of America. 

Hoffman was joined on the 2011 Academic All-American At- 
Large First Team by junior golfer Brooke Pancake, while junior tennis 
player Courtney McLane was named to the second team. 

Hoffman is the third Crimson Tide athlete to be named 
Academic All-American of the Year, joining quarterback Greg 
McElroy, who earned the honor in the fall, and gymnast Stephanie 
Kite, who became the first UA athlete to earn the accolade in 2004. 

She was also selected the female 2011 Paul W. Bryant Student- 
Athlete Award winner. 

The Bryant Student-Athlete Award was created by the 
Tuscaloosa County Chapter of the University of Alabama Alumni 
Association in 1985 to bring public recognition to the outstanding 
achievements of Crimson Tide student-athletes in the classroom, in 
their athletic endeavors and in the community. Quarterback Greg 
McElroy was named the male Bryant Student-Athlete Award winner 
for the second year in a row. 

“lam so proud of Kayla and all she has accomplished 
throughout her career,” Sarah Patterson said. “I think she had the 
perfect senior year - leading our ladies to conference, regional and 
national championships, earning the Honda Award, being named the 
Academic All-American of the Year and being voted the Southeastern 
Conference Female Athlete of the Year. She is a shining example of 
the fact that at The University of Alabama you can truly have it all.” 

That was certainly true for 2011 Crimson Tide gymnastics. 1s} 
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ATHLETICS BY 'BAMA STAFF 


MORE GOOU THAN BAD 


Tide staffers need to study like the athletes 


NCAA headquarters in Indianapolis and The University of 

Alabama athletics department in Tuscaloosa this summer. One 
was very, very good. The other could have been better, but also could 
have been a lot worse. 

Needless to say, the one that was not quite so good got quite a 
bit more play in the media. 

It seems that Alabama's student-athletes are doing very, very 
well in the classroom. All 21 University of Alabama varsity athletic 
teams scored well above the national cutoff standard of 925 in 
the latest Academic Progress Rate (APR) the NCAA announced. In 
addition, 15 Crimson Tide teams posted scores that either matched 
or were above the national Division | average in their respective 
sports. Figures released covered the four-year period extending from 
the 2006-07 through 2009-10 school years. 

Meanwhile, a number of coaches and others have had to take 
some remedial work owing to a long list of secondary violations. For 
an unexplained reason, the athletics department elected to reveal its 
transgressions over a two-year period, a total of 44 secondary violations. 

An examination of the violations shows some to be petty in the 
extreme. In some cases the penalty seems to be far in excess of 
the crime. The University of Alabama National Alumni Association 
was cited for listing committed football players in a newsletter prior 
to signing day. Bama's media relations office had to undergo rules 
education for putting media guides on the athletics department 
internet site in color rather than in black and white. 

The parents of a gymnastics prospect needed directions during a 
visit and sent a text message to a gymnastics coach. When the coach 
replied by text with the information, a violation was committed. 

Indeed, Alabama’s athletics staff appears to be as addicted to 
texts, e-mails, and phone calls as those the age of student-athletes 
and prospects. Of the 44 violations, over half — 23 — were of the 
communications variety. 

There were 16 violations in football, eight in women’s 
basketball, and six in gymnastics. No other program had more than 
two. Men's basketball, soccer, rowing, and the previously cited 
nefarious alumni association had two each. Baseball, volleyball, 
women's tennis, men’s track and field, men's golf, and the media 
relations office one each. 

(Women's track and field, men’s and women’s cross country, 
women’s golf, softball, men’s and women’s swimming and diving, and 
men’s tennis were not listed as having reported violations.) 

For the most part, the penalties were minor — letters of 
admonishment, rules education, and brief contact bans with 


T here were two known sets of communications between the 
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prospects. Although names of individuals were not revealed, one of 
the secondary violations was the impermissible acceptance of trips 
by former Tide football star Marcell Dareus, who received a two-game 
suspension to start the 2010 season. 

The best news about the release of information regarding the 
secondary violations is that it appears Alabama is doing a thorough 
job in compliance. A school with no secondary violations to report is 
almost certainly either covering up or just not doing its job. 

While Alabama Athletics Director Mal Moore may have winced 
over the secondary violations report, he was quite happy with the 
report of the academic success of Crimson Tide teams. 

“| am very pleased that the University of Alabama continues 
to do extremely well in terms of the NCAA's annual Academic 
Progress Rate,” Moore said. “As an institution, our primary focus 
remains providing a quality education for all our student-athletes 
while striving for excellence in the field of athletics. | think this 
latest report, along with the success we have had athletically, is a 
testament to the high level of success we continue to enjoy in all 
aspects of the collegiate experience.” 

The Tide women's golf team, which finished eighth nationally 
this year, received special recognition from the NCAA for its APR 
score, a perfect 1000. 

The women’s golf team was joined by the back-to-back SEC 
champion softball team (994), the NCAA and SEC champion 
gymnastics team (991), men’s golf (993), women’s swimming and 
diving (987), women’s tennis (985), women’s cross country (983), 
men's swimming and diving (982), men’s tennis (981), and soccer 
(980) teams in achieving exceptional scores. 

The Tide football team’s APR continues to rise, going to 963 this 
year, 17 points higher than the national football average. The men's 
basketball team, which has posted three straight 1,000 single-year 
APR scores, moved to a 973 four-year mark, which puts it 28 points 
above the national average for men’s basketball. 

“There is a lot to be excited about,” Assistant Athletics Director 
for Student Services Jon Dever said. “All| 21 teams were at least 28 
points above the 925 mark, including a dozen teams that bettered 
that mark by 50 points or more. There were 12 teams, including 
football and men’s basketball, which improved their four-year scores 
from a year ago. Nine of our teams earned a perfect single-year APR 
of 1,000 for the 2009-10 academic year and 12 teams scored better 
than 990 during that same span. We're very proud of all we have 
accomplished and continue to accomplish on this front.” 

Now in its seventh year, the Academic Progress Rate measures 
the eligibility, retention and graduation of student-athletes competing 
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on every Division | sports team. It also serves as a predictor of 
graduation success. The most recent APR scores are based on a 
multi-year rate that averages scores from the 2006-07, 2007-08, 
2008-09, and 2009-10 academic years. The NCAA's Division | 
Board of Directors-set cut scores of 925 and 900 (out of 1,000) as a 
threshold for teams to meet or face possible immediate and historical 
sanctions. An APR of 925 translates to approximately a 50 percent 
Graduation Success Rate (GSR) and an APR of 900 translates to 
approximately a 40 percent GSR. 

This is the sixth year of immediate (or contemporaneous) 
penalties for teams that score below 925 APR, and have a student- 
athlete who leaves school academically ineligible. This year marks 
the fifth year for historical penalties. Teams that receive three straight 
years of historical penalties (below 900 APR) face the potential of 
restrictions on postseason competition for the team, in addition to 
scholarship and practice restrictions. 


LED BY BAMA, SEC SHINES ACADEMICALLY 


Led by Alabama, the Southeastern Conference had 43 Capital 
One Academic All-Americans in 2010-11, more than any other 
conference. The league had 23 student-athletes earn first-team 
honors, an all-time high for the SEC. 

Alabama had six representatives on the Capital One Academic 
All-America first team and also had athletes named to the second 


Greg McElroy 


and third team. 

Earlier it had been announced that Alabama had two athletes 
named Capital One Academic All-American of the Year for their 
respective sports — Greg McElroy in football and Kayla Hoffman in 
gymnastics. 

The Academic All-America teams are selected by the College 
Sports Information Directors of America. 

In addition to McElroy and Hoffman, Bama was represented on 
the first team by Barrett Jones (football), Nathan Corder (track and 
field), Brooke Pancake (golf), and Kayla Braud (softball). 

Tide tennis player Courtney McLane was second team and Kyle 
Weeks of the swimming and diving team was third team. 

The 43 student-athletes represent 11 of the 12 SEC schools 
while 10 schools had someone on the first-team. Since 2003, 
the SEC has had 148 student-athletes earn first-team Capital One 
Academic All-American status. 

The SEC placed 43 on the first, second and third teams, which 
was four more than the Big 12, which was second, and the eight 
more than the Pac-10, which was third. The 23 first-teamers from 
the SEC were five more than the Pac-10, which was second with 18. 

“Student-athletes from the SEC achieve amazing results both 
on and off the playing courts and fields,” said SEC Commissioner 
Mike Slive. “Student-athletes can realize their hopes and 
dreams and create a solid foundation for life in the Southeastern 


Conference.” 
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HISTORY BY A.P. STEADHAM 


WHERE ARE 


THEY NOW? 


Tide started Richard Williamson on eventful football road 


ichard Williamson entered The University 
of Alabama cloaked in doubt about 
winning a national championship. 
He was a 1A high school football prospect 
from a graduating class of 12. A senior trip to 
Washington, D.C. became affordable only by 
banding with another high school, Union Springs, 
to share the costs. Lofty thoughts of ascending to 
the top of the college football universe seemed a 
galaxy away. 

Soon after arriving on campus in the 
autumn of 1959, all apprehensive thoughts were 
shed once he heard the gospel preached by the 
coach in the second year of restoring the once 
proud program. Coach Paul Bryant planted the 
seed of success in the mind of every recruit. 
Williams said, “First thing he told us when he 
brought us all in there; that's what we would do 
— win a national championship. 

“We didn’t have a choice,” he added. 

Assistants Dee Powell and Hayden Riley recruited the Fort Deposit native. 

“| grew up liking Alabama,” Williamson said. “Most of my family 
were Auburn people but | had always liked Alabama,” said the tall, lanky 
6-2 wide receiver dubbed “Razor” by teammates. 

Williamson, who had been first team all-state, played sparingly in his 
initial year of varsity competition. A single 11-yard pass reception and four 
rushes totaling nine yards represented the sophomore statistical summation. 

He emerged as a major contributor the next two years. 

A prolific passing attack was not the prime offensive tactic employed 
during the 1961 National Championship season. Williamson managed 
eleven receptions tying Bill Battle, one behind team leader Tommy 
Brooker’s dozen. He led the team with three touchdown catches of 
the eight thrown by quarterback Pat Trammell. Although players from 
Alabama metropolises were represented on the roster, the Lowndes 
County High School graduate shared a bond with certain teammates. 
“Most of the guys on that team were from small schools like | was,” noted 
the 1962 Third Team All-SEC performer. 

Production more than doubled his senior year with the addition of 
heralded sophomore quarterback Joe Namath. Assistant Coach Howard 
Schnellenberger was the main architect of the enhanced scheme. 
Williamson was the favorite target amassing 24 team leading receptions, 
492 yards and three touchdowns. He holds the distinction of catching 
Namath's first collegiate touchdown pass, a 52-yarder in the opening 
game 35-0 route of the Georgia Bulldogs. 

Namath said, “Richard was a terrific player. He was one of Coach 
Bryant's favorite guys because he worked so hard. He wasn't the fastest guy 
or the biggest guy but he was smart and worked hard. | love him. His wife 
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Norma helped me big time in geography class.” 

Williamson capped his career with a 25- 
yard first quarter touchdown reception igniting 
Alabama to a 17-0 victory over the Oklahoma 
Sooners in the Orange Bowl with President John 
F. Kennedy in attendance. 

Drafted in the seventh round, 55th 
overall by the Boston Patriots of the AFL, a 
brief six-week tryout ensued prior to opting for 
a coaching career. He returned to a graduate 
assistant position on the Tide staff before being 
hired full-time after the first of the year, 1964. 

The lessons learned under Bryant were 
invaluable. 

“Discipline was a big part of winning and 
he taught me that,” Williamson said. “Take 
whatever abilities that you have and let those 
things win for you. He taught you to take 
advantage of your personnel.” 

Williamson had two stints at his alma mater (1963-67, 70-71) and 
at Arkansas (1968-69, 1972-74) in a span of 12 years. 

“It was hard for me to leave,” Williamson said. “Coach Bryant didn't 
want me to go and tried to keep me. The reason | went is | thought it would 
help my career. | knew Coach (Frank) Broyles was a good coach and being 
under both would make a difference in my career. | think it did.” 

Williamson gained a reputation for being an outstanding receivers 
coach. Two Crimson Tide players, Ray Perkins and Dennis Homan, earned 
All-America. Chuck Dicus, a high schoo! quarterback coming out of Garland, 
Texas, blossomed into an All-America wide receiver at Arkansas. Williamson 
displayed versatility as a coach switching to the defensive side of the ball 
on his return to Tuscaloosa. Defensive bookends Robin Parkhouse and John 
Mitchell received recognition as All-America during their careers. 

Williamson spent six years (1975-80) as head coach of then 
Memphis State University, compiling three winning seasons. Twice he 
was honored as Southern Independent Conference Coach of the Year. 

A billionaire-to-be Tiger booster befriended him, which led to his next 
assignment. “I worked for him setting up a fitness program,” Williamson 
said about Federal Express founder Frederick W. Smith. Subsequently he 
was named the director of the now-defunct Bluebonnett Bowl in Houston 
for the months leading up to the 1982 contest. 

College coaching remained in the rear view mirror after Memphis. 
Kansas City Head Coach John Mackovic reached out to tap Williamson 
in 1983 for his first professional gig, coaching the receivers for the next 
four years. He received a call in January 1987 from his former Alabama 
student hired to lead the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Ray Perkins. Williamson 
served as the receivers coach for three plus years before assuming the 
head coaching position for three games of 1990 and the entire 1991 
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season. The Cincinnati Bengals was home for three years (1992-94) 
before the last stop as an original member of the Carolina Panthers 
organization, joining the expansion club in 1995. 

Over the course of a 27-year NFL career, he witnessed the evolution 
of the passing game. “Everything goes in cycles,” he said. “The game has 
totally changed because it’s all throwing. They are spreading everybody 
out and trying to get mismatches. 

“The quarterback is the name of the game right now. If you don't have 
one of those you can forget it. Back then you could run and call play action 
passes, which is completely different from what they do now. You used to 
throw it just to keep them honest. Now you run it to keep them honest.” 

Exposed to multiple aerial schemes, he preferred a specific 
approach. He said, “I liked to throw it down the field. | like to see it 
put up in the air and let them go get it. | get more fun out of it then 
those little dinks and dunks. | was trying to get it down the field and let 
something happen.” 

Coaching the various techniques is a constant no matter the level 
of football. Differences are apparent in the acquisition and management 
of talent. “The biggest thing is you have to be involved with recruiting 
in college,” Williamson said. “In the pros you have to deal with a lot 
more personalities.” A professional coach must contend with high-priced 
players insulated by guaranteed contracts. He must resort to establishing 
a relationship to elicit the desired action in contrast to his college 
counterpart favoring an approach similar to a jockey with a whip in hand 
driving the players. 

“I've said this many times and | truly believe it,” Williamson said. 
“What pro players understand is if you can help them be a better football 
player than that will mean more success and money for them and they 
can play longer. If they believe you are doing that for them, they will 
listen to you. They will try and do what you tell them to do. 

“If you’re not positive you won't get much out of them but if 
something is not right you must get it corrected so it doesn’t build into 
something you don’t want.” 

Professional football does not have the college game time 
restrictions limiting practices, film sessions and meetings. Training 
camps, exhibitions, regular season games and the play-offs exceed the 
college limits. 

Time constraints of coaching were not conducive to maintaining 
a consistent social calendar with those outside the profession. Paths 
crossed occasionally with former student John Mitchell, the long 
time Pittsburgh Steelers assistant and other Alabama connected NFL 
personnel. Mal Moore, Lee Roy Jordan, Tommy Brooker and Billy 
Richardson are some of the former teammates he stayed close with 
through the years. Twice, he interviewed to become the head coach at 
Alabama. Gene Stallings was the choice the first time and later, good 
friend, Mike Shula. 

Williamson has been married to his college sweetheart Norma who 
hails from Steele, Alabama. They raised two children. Son Richard, |! 
lives in Montgomery and has three children — two girls, one which will 
be the first grandchild at The Capstone this fall, and a boy. Daughter 
Caroline Von Kessler resides in Chattanooga and has two girls. 

Retired since January 2010 after 15 seasons with Carolina, 
Charlotte remains home base. Williamson enjoys golfing and traveling 
the United States and Canada with his wife. National parks, California’s 
wine country, Colorado, and Vancouver are popular destinations they 
visit. They have toured many of the New England seaport towns — Mystic 
(Connecticut), Newport (Rhode Island) and those in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. A return trip to London is on the agenda. 

Frequent excursions are made to New York for restaurants, theatrical 
entertainment, museums, and sightseeing. 

Indoctrinated to the nuances of the passing game by Howard 
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Richard Williamson 


Schnellenberger, he became a proficient technician. “Howard was very 
smart,” Williamson said. “He understood the passing game right down 
to the roots and how to attack defenses. He was a technique guy and 
techniques were very big with Coach Bryant. | don’t think you can play 
the game very well if you're not a technique person. 

The philosophy contributed to sustaining longevity in a volatile 
profession. For four and a half decades, he endured the peaks and valleys 
presiding over successes at the two levels of football. He carved out a 
career earning industry respect as one of the most knowledgeable position 
coaches on the college and NFL scene. 

Approaching the golden anniversary of the 1961 team, Williamson’s 
over half a century resume as a player and coach reflects significant 
achievements and gridiron moments. He was a member of an Alabama 
National Championship as a player and assistant. While on various staffs 
he witnessed the integration of his alma mater’s football team, developed 
individuals to earn All-America and All-Pro status. He was present for 
USC's historical 1970 visit to Legion Field and the following year’s 
return engagement to the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum launching the 
resurgence of the Crimson Tide program. During the 100" anniversary 
celebration of college football, he was on the sideline as a Frank Broyles’s 
assistant for the “Game of the Century” featuring the number one-rated 
Texas Longhorns against the second-ranked Arkansas Razorbacks in 
Fayetteville for a December shootout. He contributed to the expansion 
Carolina Panthers winning the franchise's first NFC Championship en 
route to Super Bow! XXXVIII. 

Richard Williamson ventured to Tuscaloosa uncertain of his future 
destiny. Football paved the road to a life-long occupation in the coaching 
profession. The journey has been satisfying for a doubting South Alabama 
country boy. | 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL IS KNOWN FOR SOME SERIOUS 
CUPCAKE SCHEDULING IN THE FIRST FEW WEEKS OF 
THE SEASON. IN FACT, THOSE “EASY” GAMES CAN 
STRETCH ALL THE WAY INTO OCTOBER. BUT WE’VE GOT 
YOUR BACK! WE FOUND THE ABSOLUTE BEST COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL GAMES TO WATCH THAT MONTH, AS WELL 
AS WHY YOU SHOULD WATCH THEM. SOME OF THE 
SATURDAYS IN OCTOBER HAVE MULTIPLE MUST-SEE 
GAMES — AND THAT’S A GOOD THING, 


ny 
< 
C 
O 
> 
O 
zy 
Zz 
m 


Oct. 1. Nebraska af Wisconsin 

This game at hostile Camp Randall Stadium marks the first‘conference 

~ game for the Cornhuskers as a member of the Big Ten. The good news 
is that Nebraska will feel at home before its team takes the field, as 
both Nebraska and Wisconsin share the same teammeolor families. After 
kickoff it will be a different story, as Nebraska is favored to win the Big 
Ten’s Legends division, while Wisconsin looks like the favorite to win the 
conference’s Leaders division. This could)be a preview of the Big Ten 
Championship on Dec. 3 — and how awkward would it be if a first-year 
member won the inaugural championship game? 


Oct. 1. Texas ABM vs. APRANEGE (ot Anington, Texas) 
This is an intriguing match-up for several reasons. First, it’s 

old school football from way back in the days of the Southwest 
Conference. Both Arkansas and Texas A&M were charter members 
of that now-defunct conference, and their great rivalry extends all 
the way back to 1903. Second, and most importantly, both of these 
teams have very high expectations this year. This game will tell us 
who is the contender and who is the pretender. 


Oct. 1. Misstesippt State af Georgia 

Georgia has had some real dog days in the last two years. Conversely, 
Mississippi State has vastly improved in what is now perceived as 
the toughest division in college football. Last year, head coach Dan 
Mullen’s Mississippi State Bulldogs defeated both Georgia and 
Florida, then slapped Michigan 52-14 in the Gator Bowl. While there 
is optimism in Starkville, there is concern in Athens, where Mark 
Richt’s team finished with bothra losing conference (3-5) and season 
(6-7) record last year. A pick to.win the SEC East by many experts, 
the Bulldogs need this win,-as their schedule may.not impress some 
pollsters. 


ity Edmoniison-US PRESSWIRE 


Oct. 1. Nevada af Poise Stale 

In last year’s match-up, Boise State missed a field goal in regulation, 
sending the game_.intotovertime. The Broncos then lost the game and a 
coveted.BCS Bowl berth when they missed a 29-yard field goal attempt 
in-the OT. Think there’s some revenge in order here? The Nevada Wolf 
Pack is without quarterback Colin’ Kaepernick so the team may be a little 
less potent, but Boise State lost star receivers Titus Young and Austin 
Pettis. The Broncos, however, do have their biggest weapon back for his 
senior year: quarterback and Heisman Trophy candidate Kellen Moore. 
Grab some popcorn and enjoy the show. 


Oct. 1. Misstssippt at Fresno Hate 

This game doesn’t look like much on paper, but Fresno State usually 
“shows up” for games against BCS schools — with last year’s beatdown 
by Mississippi being a rare exception. Ole Miss will be traveling to 
Fresno, on a:day when the average temperature is 87 degrees and 
occasionally hits triple-digits. Another factor to consider is Ole Miss’ 
6-9 road record under Houston Nutt. Last year, Jacksonville State beat 
Mississippi 49-48 in double overtime, at Oxford. If Nutt doesn’t record 
a solid win in this one, he may be on the hot seat for two embarrassing 
losses in two consecutive years to two non-BCS teams. 


Oct. 8: Ohto State at Nebraska 

This game had a lot more meaning when it marked the return of 
quarterback Terrelle Pryor after serving his five-game suspension. 
Ohio State has dominated the Big Ten since 2002, ‘snagging a BCS 
Bowl berth every year except 2004. This could be the year,that the 
winds of change start to howl, and Lincoln will be rocking when 

the Buckeyes visit. After all, it’s been 55 years since the two teams 
played each other. Moreover, it'll be curious to see how all the talent 
former head coach Jim Tressel stockpiled will perform while under 
scrutiny by the NCAA, as well as the college football nation. 


Oct. 8: Miami at Virginia Tech 


The Atlantic: Coast Conference has taken a lot of heat for not bringing 
more'to.its bow! games;the conference went 4-5 in last.season’s 
bowls, and its champion, Virginia Tech, got spanked by Stanford 40- 
12 in the BCS Orange Bowl. Virginia Tech and Miami are the Coastal 
Division’s heavyweights, so this game has huge implications. Miami's 
schedule is very difficult while Virginia Tech’s is a laugher; the Hokies’ 
non-conference games are against Appalachian State,*East Carolina; 
Arkansas State and Marshall. The Hokies could very well be highly 
ranked and 5-O'when they meet Miami.in Blacksburg, but they will-be 
playing a Hurricane team that will have already played Maryland, Ohio 
State, Kansas State and’Bethune-Cookman. It will be interesting to seé 
which team is better prepared. 


Oct. 8. Texas Christian at San Prego Stale 

Texas Christian will be without quarterback Andy Dalton (now.with 
the Cincinnati Bengals), while San Diego State has a-very productive 
quarterback in Ryan Lindley (ranked No\7 in passing productivity 

in ‘10) plus twosolid rushers in Ronnie Hillman and Chad Young. 
The Aztecs, however, lost a lot of talent as well as head coach Brady 
Hoke, so they likely will be the underdog. But there’s optimism and 
a surge of fan support in San Diego; the Aztecs recorded the NCAA's 
sixth-largest increase in attendance last year at, Qualcomm Stadium. 
TCU's offense and defense were both decimated. by losses after last 
year, although they do bring back Rose Bowl hero Tank Carder. One 
final note: In 2010, the Aztecs scored more points (35) on the No, 1 
ranked Horned Frogs defense than anyother team TCU, played. 


Oct. 17: South Carolina at Misstssipph Stale 

Is this the year Steve Spurrier’s Gamecocks finally overachieve? 
Maybe, but quarterback Stephen Garcia must be solid for that to 
happen. All eyes will be on South Carolina this year, ‘as they are the 
reigning Southeastern Conference champs. They have the weapons 
to win; it’s just a matter of maintaining consistency week to week. 
The last time the Gamecocks visited Starkville in 2006, they beat 
the Bulldogs 15-0, but the 2011 version of Mississippi State is not 
that same 3-9 team they faced back in 2006. Both teams have 
improved, and both expect to go bowling this year. Mississippi State 
draws both Georgia and South Carolina from the East, the two teams 
expected to contend for thé»SEC East’s crown. A win by Mississippi 
State would solidify the West’s recent'dominance in the SEC, 


Oct. 19. Michigan af Michigan Stale 

Always a great rivalry, this year’s contest should be a bit different due 
to new»Michigan head coach Brady Hoke's back-to-basics approach. 
Hoke has a great defensive mind — he coached San Diego State's 
defense to a top-50 national ranking in 2010 — and he'll try to erase 
the painful’memory of Michigan State scoring 24 unanswered points 
on Michigan in last year’s debacle. This game will mark whether 
Michigan is “back.” 


Oct. 19. Oklahoma State at Texas | 
One team is on the rise, the other is fighting to get back to its once- 
winning ways. It’s hard to, believe that the Texas Longhorns finished 
2010 with a losing record). after enjoying four. BCS Bowl berths in 

the last seven seasons. Meanwhile, Oklahoma-Stateshas been on the 
verge of greatness, but can't seem to overcome its defensive. woes. 

If Texas quarterback Garrett Gilbert can improve his numbets and 
Oklahoma State figures out how to deploy better pass coverage (they 
ranked No. 115 in 2010), this game could be a real nail-biter. 


Mike EhrrnanmGetty 


Oct. 19. Arizona Stale at Oregon 

With USC not eligible to play in the Pac-12’s inaugural conference 
championship, all eyes are on the Sun Devils to represent the South. 
Head coach Dennis Erickson is under the microscope to push Arizona 
State to the next level, and there’s no better place to do it than at 
one of the most hostile stadiums in the country. Erickson’s hot seat is 
warming up (he’s 25-24 at ASU), and he needs a high-profile win to 
appease the fans. The Sun Devils haven’t won at Oregon since 2004. 
Could this be a preview.of the Pac-12 Championship? 


Oct ZZ. Southern California af Notre Pame 


USC isn’t eligible to represent the South in the inaugural Pac-12 
Championship, but it can still wingthe division. Are moral victories 
important? They are when yousbeat both of your rivals and create 
chaos within your division#Notre Dame is one of those rivals. In one 
of the greatest intersectional rivalries in the country, USC will play 
atyNotre Dame.in a nationally televised broadcast. Both teams have 
a legitimate shot at being 6-0 prior to this game, which means both 
teams could be highly ranked. Who's going to be the spoiler? Who 
will get slapped with the “overrated” moniker? 


Oct. ZA 2g. Florida VS. Georgia (at Jacksonville, Fla.) 

Last season’s Georgia squad certainly didn’t send hearts aflutter 
when the Bulldogs lost four straight games in the regular season and 
capped the season off with a loss to Central Florida in the Liberty 
Bowl. And as bad as Florida was last year — at least “bad” by Gators’ 
standards — Georgia still lost to Florida in their annual rivalry game 
in Jacksonville. So why is this game such a big deal? For starters, it 
should shed some light on which team has improved more from last 
year. The fact that both teams have a bye week before this game tells 
you how important it is to them. Finally, it’s the party of the year, and 
that translates well to television screens. 


Sam Greenwood/Getty, 


Oct. 29. Stantord af Southern California 


There are no more Pete Carroll vs. Jim Harbaugh spats, but the bad 
blood between these two teams still lingers. Southern California isn’t 
eligible to play in any postseason games, but the Trojans would love 
to be the spoilers for a team’s dream season. Stanford and Oregon 
both look to be the heavyweights in the North division this year, so 
this is USC's first chance to knock out a Pac-12 contender before 
facing Oregon. three weeks later. 


Oct. 79: lor at Oklahoma Sale 


lf you're into prolitic offenses against what appears to be very little 
resistance, then this is your game of the year. Both Oklahoma,State 
and Baylor return the majority of their offenses, but their defensive 
units are question marks. Last year, OSU and BU’s.passing defenses 
were ranked No. 115 and No. 114 in the nation, respectively. Bears’ 
quarterback Robert Griffin III is exciting to watch, but so is the 
Cowboys’ Brandon Weedon. Last year, the Bears went bowling for the 
first time since 1994's Alamo Bowl, so it’ll be interesting to see how 
they follow up on that success this year. 


Oct. 79: Navy at Notre Pame 

Remember when this game was just an automatic win for the Fighting 
lrish? This»rivalry was, atione time, a one-sided series (and still is, 
overall) with Notre Dame winning 43 consecutive games up until 
2007. This year, the Navy Midshipmen could do what no Navy team 
has ever done against Notre Dame: win three consecutive games In the 
series. With no college football team being more polarizing than the 
Fighting Irish — although the USC Trojans are gaining momentum — 
both fans and haters will be tuning in to watch this game. a 


SPORTSNOTES BY 'BAMA STAFF 


‘BAMA SCORECARD 


Oe ee eee ee Notebooking Crimson Tide Sports 


RYANS DONATION 


As Alabama football stars go, few have made as unlikely a rise to 
the top of the game as DeMeco Ryans. A native of Bessemer, Ryans 
rose from a lightly recruited prospect to consensus All-America for 
the Crimson Tide as a senior linebacker in 2005. 

Ryans, one of the Tide’s most decorated players on and off 
the field, was the prototype of the modern student-athlete, and he 
continues to make a difference in his hometown of Bessemer and 
at The University of Alabama. This summer, Ryans pledged a gift of 
$300,000 to endow a full scholarship in Ryans’ name for a deserving 
football student-athlete studying in the Culverhouse College of 
Commerce and Business Administration. 

“DeMeco Ryans made a tremendous difference as one of the 
finest players to ever wear Crimson and White,” said University 
President Dr. Robert E. Witt. “With this gift he will continue to make 
a tremendous impact for the team and The University.” 

“lam so very proud of one of our former players giving back,” 
said Mal Moore, director of athletics. “DeMeco's generosity is the 
latest example of the support that so many of our former football 
players have given us throughout the years.” 

“| have always wanted to do this since the day | left,” Ryans 
said. “The University of Alabama is such a special place to me, and 
| am honored to have the opportunity to endow a scholarship. | had a 
great time here, and | grew as a person here. This is a great time for 
me, and | am very excited.” 

Ryans was a cum laude graduate of The University, receiving his 
bachelor’s degree in Business Marketing in December, 2005. In January 
of 2006, Ryans was awarded the NCAA's Top VIII Award, recognizing 
outstanding achievement in athletics, scholarship and community 
service and given each year to only eight student-athletes nationwide. 

Ryans was the recipient of the 2005 Lott Trophy and was a 
four-time Academic All-SEC selection after graduating in just seven 
semesters. He closed his collegiate career with 307 career tackles, 
fifth on the Tide’s all-time list. He was the 2006 Cotton Bowl 
Defensive Most Valuable Player in a victory over Texas Tech. Ryans 
was named a 2005 Arthur Ashe, Jr., Sports Scholar. In 2005, Ryans 
was also a finalist for the Bednarik, Butkus, Draddy, Lombardi and 
Nagurski awards, as well as being named the 2005 SEC Player of the 
Year. He started 37 career games at Alabama before being drafted 
by the Houston Texans in the second round of the NFL Draft with the 
33rd pick overall. 

Ryans has continued to make an impact in his hometown of 
Bessemer, creating the DeMeco Ryans Foundation. The mission of 
the foundation is to create innovative programs that provide access 
to educational, recreational and healthy living initiatives designed to 
positively aid in the development of youth. 
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How did Alabama's overall athletics program perform in 2010- 
11? Middle of the road in the Southeastern Conference, but 25" 
in the nation. In the Learfield Sports Directors’ Cup rankings of 
almost all sports (it is unfortunate for Bama, which won the national 
championship in gymnastics, that the national rankings do not 
include that sport), the Tide trailed Florida, LSU, Georgia, Tennessee, 
and Arkansas. 

Stanford won the award for the 17" consecutive year. 

In the SEC, Florida won its 21* all-sports title. The Gators 
had eight league championships to win the men's, women’s, and 
overall championships. Alabama was sixth overall, third in men’s, 
and sixth in women’s. 


BASEBALL ADDITION 


Meridian (Mississippi) Community College middle infielder 
Kenny Roberts will join the Alabama baseball team for the upcoming 
season. He was a two-year starter for the Meridian Eagles. 

“Kenny has been an outstanding player at the junior college 
level,” Alabama Coach Mitch Gaspard said. “We expect that he will 
make an immediate impact, both on the offensive and defensive 
sides of the ball at Alabama. He comes from a school that plays 
against quality competition, where he has excelled as a run- 
producing infielder.” 

In his two seasons at Meridian, Roberts appeared in more than 
70 games and had a batting average of .417 with 20 home runs, 82 
RBI and 87 runs scored. As a soph he batted .436 (68-156) with 11 
home runs, 18 doubles and four triples for a slugging percentage of 
.814 and ranked seventh in the nation in homers. 

Roberts prepped at Meridian High School where he was the 


team’s Most Outstanding Offensive Player following his senior season. 


ALL-STARS 


It wasn't as long as the time between Auburn's first and second 
national football championships, but going from 1961 to 2011 
between selections for the Major League Baseball All-Star Game was 
a long time. It was 50 years between selections of the second and 
third former Alabama players for the Major League Baseball All-Star 
Game. Then it took only a matter of days for the selection of the 
fourth former Tider. 

Former University of Alabama pitcher David Robertson, now with 
the New York Yankees, was added to the American League replacing 
David Price. 

Alex Avila, who was a teammate of Robertson on the 2006 
Crimson Tide SEC Championship team, is now with the Detroit Tigers 
and was the starting catcher for the America League. 

When Avila was named to the team, he became the first former 
Bama player to earn the selection in 50 years. Luke Sewell (Chicago 
White Sox) and Frank Lary (Detroit Tigers) were the only other 
Alabama baseball players that earned selections to the Midsummer 
Classic. Sewell was the first Crimson Tide player selected to a MLB 
All-Star Game in 1937, while Lary is the only former UA player with 
multiple appearances, in 1960 and 1961. 


BASEBALL SURGERIES 


Tucker Hawley, who began last baseball season as the third 
starter for Alabama, underwent Tommy John surgery in June and will 
miss the entire 2012 season. Tide pitchers Cary Baxter and Case 
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Nixon are rehabilitating from Tommy John surgeries that kept them 
out last season. 

According to report in Tuscaloosa News, pitcher Jason Zylstra, 
who missed all of last season after a freak weight lifting accident, 
could return sooner than expected. Alabama Coach Mitch Gaspard 
said Zylstra’s doctors have been surprised and “cautiously optimistic” 
at the speediness of his recovery after surgery. 


EARLY COMMITMENT 


Ray Castillo, an upcoming senior pitcher for Russell County High 
School in Phenix City, has committed to Alabama, saying “Ever since 
| was a little kid it’s been my dream to play for Alabama.” He chose 
Alabama over Clemson, Georgia Tech, LSU and Mississippi State. 

Castillo throws a fastball in the 87-88 miles per hour range, 
topping out at 91-92. He also throws a curveball and a changeup. 


HOW TO BEAT GATORS 


Maybe Alabama's softball team can benefit in games against nemesis 
Florida Gators by having added signees Jadyn Spencer and Leslie Jury. 
Both were named the Gatorade Players of the Year for their respective 
states. Spencer earned the honor in lowa, Jury in South Carolina. 


HOSTING HOYAS 


The Alabama men’s basketball team will host Georgetown in the 
2011 Big East/SEC Challenge on December 1. 

The 2011 Big East/SEC Challenge includes all 12 SEC programs 
and 12 of the 16 Big East programs playing each other over a three-day 


THE ORIGINAL 1984 MOVIE STARRING 
GARY BUSEY AS “THE BEAR” 


THE BEAR 
DVD.COM 


ORDER ONLINE TODAY AT 


THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE 
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NOW AVAILABLE ON @ itunes 


*includes the 1983 hit "BEAR™ by Roger Halimark 
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period. UA is one of six SEC schools that will host a Big East foe. Last 
season, the SEC earned a 3-1 record in the then eight-team event. All 
12 games in 2011 will be televised by the ESPN family of networks. 
Times and networks of the games will be decided at a later date. 

The Crimson Tide and Hoyas have met four times on the 
hardwood and split those meetings. The most recent engagement 
came in the 2007 Big East/SEC Challenge when Georgetown earned 
a 70-60 victory in Birmingham. 

Georgetown had a 21-11 record last year and advanced to the 
NCAA Tournament before falling to VCU. Alabama returns seven 
players from last season's team that won 25 games and advanced to 
the National Invitation Tournament championship game. 


PARADISE 


The Alabama women's basketball team has been selected to 
participate in the 2011 U.S. Virgin Islands Paradise Jam at the 
University of the Virgin Islands. Play begins November 24 and 
continues through November 26. This will be the Crimson Tide's 
second appearance in the Islands. Alabama placed third in the 2005 
St. Thomas Division Tournament and returns to play three games over 
three days in the Island Division. 

Competitiont begins Thursday, November 24, at noon CST with a 
match-up against Old Dominion. The Tide will then take on Seton Hall 
on Friday, November 25, at noon, and will wrap up play on Saturday, 
November 26, with a 2:15 p.m. tip-off versus Louisiana Tech. 

Games will be played at the U.V.I. Sports and Fitness Center, in 
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas. 


FOUR-STAR ADDITIONS 


Four-star prospects Brian Conlon and Stuart Kenyon are new 
additions to the Alabama men’s tennis team. 

Conlon, of Marietta, Georgia, ranked 145" in the nation and fifth 
in the state of Georgia in his class. He was in the top 35 in the South 
in 14s, 16s and 18s. 

Kenyon ranked as high as No. 69 in the nation. The Houston, 
Texas native upset the nation's fifth ranked player, Emmet Egger, 
at the USTA Winter Supernationals in Scottsdale, Arizona, and also 
competed in doubles at the same event where he finished as runner 
up. Most recently, Kenyon received a wild card to compete in the 
prestigious ATP event in Houston. 

As a member of the Lutheran South Academy tennis team, he 
won the state championship two out of three times. 


TOP TEN 


The Alabama men’s track and field and cross country program 
finished the 2010-11 season ranked 10th in the John McDonnell 
Program of the Year standings, according to the U.S. Track & Field 
and Cross Country Coaches Association. 

The John McDonnell Program of the Year award is designed to 
honor the program that has achieved the most success each year 
based on the team’s finish at the NCAA cross country, indoor track 
and field, and outdoor track and field championships. Florida State 
won the award this season with three top-five finishes. Arkansas was 
the only other Southeastern Conference program to rank in the top 
15, coming in at seventh. 

Bama was 11" in cross country, 22" indoors, and 25" outdoors 
in the NCAA Championships. 

Since the award was established in 2008-09, UA has finished 
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no lower than 12th in the standings and achieved a seventh-place 
finish last season. 

In order to be eligible for the award, teams must qualify for each 
of the NCAA Championships. 


ANOTHER INGRAM 


Media access to Mark Ingram was quite limited in his playing 
days (as is the case with all other Alabama football players), making 
it almost impossible to learn about the personal lives of those 
players. But following his playing career and out of the micro- 
managed custody, Ingram shared an interesting tidbit this summer. 

The former Heisman Trophy winner, now the property of the 
New Orleans Saints, said that his younger sister will be entering The 
University of Alabama this fall as a freshman. Moreover, he said, 
she is a good athlete, a volleyball player who is considering trying 
out for the Crimson Tide. 

Should that happen, it probably wouldn't hurt vollleyball 
ticket sales as the Crimson Tide moves into newly renovated Foster 
Auditorium. Season ticket packages are $35 and can be purchased 
online through RollTide.com/tickets or by calling the Alabama ticket 
office at 205-348-2262 or toll free at 1-877-TIDETIX (843-3849). 

The ticket package is for 17 home women’s volleyball matches, 
which includes the six games of the Hampton Inn Bama Bash. 
Alabama opens the tournament, and the season, against Alabama 
State at noon on Friday, August 26. The tournament also features 
Texas State and Austin Peay. 

The Crimson Tide will play 14 home matches this season and 
open Southeastern Conference play against Arkansas on September 
16. Other key SEC matches include Sunday contests against Florida 
(October 16) and Auburn (October 30). The final home weekend 
of the season has the Tide hosting Kentucky on November 11 and 
Tennessee on November 13. 

Single game prices are $5 for adults, $3 for youth (18 and 
under), and free for UA students with their ACTion card. 


THEY WEREN’T SHANGHAIED 


Former Crimson Tide All-America diver Aaron Fleshner led 
the contingent of current and former Bama swimming and diving 
athletes participating in this summer's FINA World Championships in 
Shanghai, China. Fleshner, a Spring, Texas, native, made the finals of 
the prestigious games. 
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Alabama swimmer Kristel Vourna, who capped her freshman 
year with a trip to the NCAA Championships, earned a place on the 
Greek 2011 World Championship team after setting a new national 
record in the 100-meter butterfly. 

Vourna clocked a 58.39 in the 100-meter butterfly at the recent 
Banja Luka Open which ranks her 14th in the world. Her time also 
earned her a spot on the 2012 Greek Olympic squad by bettering the 
Olympic “A” cut. 

Fleshner and Vourna were joined in Shanghai by former Tider 
All-America swimmers Mark Randall and Hunor Maté. Randall was to 
compete in the distance events for his native South Africa and Maté 
was to represent Austria in the breaststroke events. 

Fleshner, who finished his Alabama career in 2010, was 
competing in his first World Championships. 

He also was selected to the United States’ 2011 World 
University Games by Team USA Diving. He was to compete off the 
one- and three-meter boards as well as the three-meter synchro event 
in mid-August in Shenzhen, China. Team USA consists of 12 divers 
from nine universities. 

A four-year All-American from 2007-10, as well as a multiple 
Southeastern Conference Champion and the 2009 SEC Diver of 
the Year, Fleshner was seventh off the 3-meter board at the 2008 
USA Olympic Trials and finished as high as third at the NCAA 
Championships. He is currently living and training in Tuscaloosa 
while completing his engineering degree. 
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Vourna earned a placed on the Southeastern Conference All- 
Freshman team after finishing fourth in the 100 butterfly in the SEC 
Championship finals with a school-record time of 52.19. In addition 
to ranking first all-time in the 100 butterfly, Vourna is also third all- 
time in the 50 freestyle and fourth in the 100 freestyle. 


CARING DAYS 


Caring Days in Tuscaloosa serves West Alabama adults with 
Alzheimer's and other memory disorders. Clients attending the day 
program participate in activities designed to encourage the continued 
use of social, language, motor and cognitive skills. The goal of Caring 
Days is to provide quality of life to their clients as well as peace of 
mind and respite to the family caregivers. 

Founded in 1997 by the local group Caring Congregations, 
Caring Days serves 25 clients each day with others on a waiting list. 
To meet the growing needs of those in the community with memory 
disorders and their caregivers, Caring Days must build a new facility, 
which will allow it to double the number of clients served as well as 
provide educational programs. A capital campaign is ongoing. 

The new center, to be on 31* Street East just off McFarland 
Boulevard, will be named the Mal and Charlotte Moore Center. Mal 
Moore is athletics director at Alabama, where he previously played 
and coached football. 

It is well known that he cared for his wife, Charlotte, for many years 
as she battled the memory disorder that eventually took her life. a 


PERSONALIZATION + MEMORIALIZATION 


TUSCALOOSA MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


Traditional Funeral and Cremation Services 


www.tuscaloosamemorial.com ¢ 205-553-3141 
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2011 ALABAMA 


FALL SPORTS SCHEDULE 


VOLLEYBALL SOCCER CROSS COUNTRY 


DATE OPP. OPP. DATE EVENT 
Aug. 26 Alabama State SEPT. 3 GEORGIA INVITATIONAL 
Aug. 26 Austin Peay Clemson SEPT, 17 COMMODORE CLASSIC 
Aug. 27 Texas State Oct. 1 LOUISVILLE CLASSIC 

, Kennesaw St : OCT. 15 CRIMSON CLASSIC 


Aug. 30 @ Samford OCT. 31 SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
@ Samford @ KNOXVILLE 
SMU Invitational @ Dallas NOV. 12 NCAA SOUTH REGIONAL 
Sept.2 Lamar Memphis ; NOV. 21 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
TCU @ TERRE HAUTE, IND. 


Sept. 3 


Sept.3 SMU New Mexico MEN’S TENNIS 
DATE EVENT 
Rocket Classic @ Toledo SEPT. 16-18 OLYMPIA FIELDS @ CHICAGO 


Sept.9 Toledo 6:00 SEPT. 16-18 DUKE FAB FOUR 
Sept. 10 Ohio State 11:00 @ San Diego St. 5: OCT. 3-5 ITA QUALIFYING @ TULSA 


OCT. 6-9 ITA MAIN DRAW @ TULSA 

OCT. 23-26 SOUTHERN REGIONAL @ AUBURN 

OCT. 28-30 CRIMSON TIDE FALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Sept. 16 Arkansas 7:00 Morehead St. : NOV. 3-6 ITA NATIONAL INDOOR @ FLUSHING, N.Y. 
Sept. 18 LSU 1:30 NOV. 11-13 LAKEWOOD RANCH @ SARASOTA 


Sept. 23 @ Auburn 7:00 Vanderbilt : WOMEN’S TENNIS 


Sept.25 @ Georgia 12:30 Kentucky ’ oa =e 
Sept. 28 Ole Miss 7:00 SEPT. 16-18 DUKE FAB FOUR 


Sept. 30 Mississippi State 7:00 @ Mississippi St. 7: SEPT. 23-25 FURMAN FALL CLASSIC 

Oct. 4 Alabama A&M 7:00 OCT, 1-9 ITA ALL-AMERICAN @ LOS ANGELES 
Oct. 7 @ Tennessee 6:00 @ Dle Miss : OCT. 14-16 ROBERTA ALISON FALL CLASSIC 

Oct. 9 @ Kentucky 12:30 OCT. 21-24 SOUTHERN REGIONAL @ BIRMINGHAM 


; ; @ South Carolina : NOV. 3-6 ITA NATIONAL INDOOR @ FLUSHING, N.Y. 
nD ie oer aia Rs NOV. 4-6 MEMPHIS COLLEGIATE 
. rl H 


Oct.21 @LSU 7:00 @Flonda WOMEN’S GOLF 


Oct.23  @ Arkansas 1:30 Arkansas DATE EVENT 

Oct.28 Georgia 7:00 ° SEPT. 11-13 COUGAR CLASSIC @ CHARLESTON, S.C. 

Oct. 30 Auburn 1:30 LSU ; SEPT. 23-25 FALL PREVIEW/MASON RUDOLPH @ FRANKLIN, TENN. 
. 5 OCT. 7-9 TAR HEEL INVITATIONAL @ CHAPEL HILL, N.C. 

Nov. 4 @ Florida 3:00 


: OCT. 21-23 PAC 10-SEC CHALLENGE @ KNOXVILLE, TENN. 
Nov.6  @South Carolina 12:30 Tennessee 


Nov.11 Kentucky 7:00 ' MEN'S GOLF 

Nov. 13 Tennessee 1:30 @ Georgia (NOT YET AVAILABLE) 
Nov.20 @ Mississippi State1:30 
Nov.25 @Ole Miss 7:00 


@ San Diego 


Sept. 10 Pennsylvania 4:00 UAB 


Auburn : ROWING 
(NOT YET AVAILABLE) 


46 BAMAMAG.COM 


Visit us to see the latest KitchenAid® refrigerator, 
model KFIS27CX. Deeper shelves create more storage 
capacity than ever before and an organized interior 
offers extra usable space equal to four gallons* 
The enhanced LCD display brings resources to your 
fingertips with ingredient substitution and unit 
conversion functions, while a USB port allows you 

to upload photos. 


Photos Measurement Substitutions Options 


6:15 pm Wed, Mar 10 


*Versus ice and water external-dispensing French door 
refrigerators without ice storage in the door. 


y Te N 


| KitchenAid 


FOR THE WAY IT’S MADE* 


For additional information about 
KitchenAid® appliances, visit KitchenAid.com 


@Registered trademark/™ Trademark'the shape of the 
stand mixer is a registered trademark of KitchenAid, U.S.A. 
©2010. Al rights reserved. 


Train like a pro. Fuel like a pro. G Series Prois scientifically formulated for your most intense training 
and performance. 01 Prime, O2 Perform and 03 Recover fuel you as you go from rookie to pro. 


See more about Von Miller's training and fueling at gatorade.com/everythingtoprove. 


EVERY SEASON STARTS AT 
DICK'S SPORTING GOODS | x > | EE - 


A 
. * * 
Endurance Protein YOUR SPORTS PERFORMANCE HEADQUARTERS 


Formula Recovery 
iShake FOR G SERIES PRO. 


